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Nature’s beauty is a 
gift that cultivates 
appreciation and 

gratitude.
- Louie Schwartzberg

Discover Your Inner Wild Child!

Beaver Meadow’s
Wild Summer  Page 4
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Our Sincere Thanks To Our Recent Donors 
Legacy Society Members: 
Anonymous (4), Mary Canfield, Barbara Delenkitis, Judith Hoffman, Dorothy Rapp, Susan and Allen Ott, 
Sr., Amy Choboy and Pamela Rossotto, Dr. Scott W. Phillips and Ms. Mary C. Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Stevenson, Annette & Richard Komroy.

The Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have made a bequest or other estate plan to benefit the 
Buffalo Audubon Society, and who have let us know of their intent.  We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to these individuals for the wonderful commitment they have made to the long-term success of 
the Buffalo Audubon Society.  

If you have made such a gift and would like to be recognized in this and other listings, or if you  
would like information about how to make such a gift, please contact us at (585) 457-3228  
or info@buffaloaudubon.org.

DONORS: 

1610 Welch Road 
North Java, NY 14113

Ph 585.457-3228
Fax 585.457-1378

E-mail: info@buffaloaudubon.org
www.buffaloaudubon.org
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Hummingbird 
Clearwing Moth 
(Hemaris thysbe) 
Actively feeding on flowers 
during the day, these moths 
move from flower to flower 
like tiny hummingbirds.  
Widespread in the east 
and ranging into Alaska, 
adults fly in our area from 
June through August.  
Caterpillars feed on 
honeysuckle, snowberry 
and viburnum. This one 
was taken last summer here 
at Beaver Meadow.  Look 
for them in your area.
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Jeff Beich

President’s  
Message

I would like to thank members who attended our annual meeting. 
We tried a new format, which appeared to be very successful. Your 
feedback is welcome.

I normally try to be somewhat upbeat in this column, but recent 
observations, news articles and a movie series are challenging my 
optimism. I recently was in Niagara County along Lake Ontario 
and witnessed the high-water levels that are projected to surpass 
the damaging levels experienced in 2017. The docks in Wilson, are 
soon to be under water and the Coast Guard station in Youngstown 
is partially flooded. While there is some debate as to the impact 

of the International Joint Commission’s policies on regulating 
lake water levels, I think the Buffalo News editorial citing climate 
change as the underlying cause rings true. 

Nationally, we have been experiencing one of the wettest springs 
on record with extensive flooding and tornados in the Mid-
West. A recent report indicates that rising CO2 levels (a primary 
contributor to climate change) are now at their highest since the 
Pliocene era (2 million years ago). Finally, I have been viewing 
the most recent series of Planet Earth. Typical of this series, the 
stories, photography and narration are outstanding. However, in 
addition to showing the wonders of nature in several regions, the 
episodes devote significant time to the impact of climate change. 
It’s not pretty.

I have neither the knowledge nor article space to offer a 
comprehensive solution. However, I do think that collectively, 
environmental organizations such as Buffalo Audubon, can make 
a difference through raising of awareness (“The first step in solving 
a problem is recognizing that there is one.”) and advocacy. Your 
support of our organization is much appreciated.

Jeff Beich

Director’s 
Message

Melissa Fratello

Friends,

I don’t know about you, but I revel in 
our few short but glorious months of 
warmth, and the lush green woods 
and wetlands surrounding us here at 
Beaver Meadow and around WNY.  
As a kid, I could stand in my relatively 
bare suburban backyard and imagine 
I was in the middle of a majestic 
wild forest, but now, with a more 
discerning (and often jaded) eye, it 
is all too easy to look into our “wild” 
spaces and quickly identify all of the 
things that shouldn’t be there – the 
garlic mustard, the knotweed, bush 
honeysuckle, buckthorn, phragmites, 
multiflora rose, and all of their 
unwelcome friends – and wonder 
what these places looked like before 
we made our “improvements”.  

This morning, as I conducted a marsh bird survey at Buckhorn 
Island State Park and was approached by a curious and handsome 
Virginia Rail, I was overwhelmed with gratitude for the dedication 
of our partners at Audubon Great Lakes, Audubon New York, 

Ecology and Environment, Applied Ecological Services, and NYS 
Parks to remove invasive plant species and replace them with 
native species over more than 200 acres of critical bird habitat. 
This is no “one and done” task. It takes years of dedication to 
weed out and control regrowth of stubborn invasives like bush 
honeysuckle, but these folks are doing it effectively, and we are 
thrilled to partner with them, monitoring both marsh bird and 
songbird activity. Buckhorn has been one of my favorite local 

wildlife haunts for years, but I expect 
I’ll love it even more as the effects of 
these efforts take hold. 

While we may not ever rid the 
landscape of the plants we introduced 
here, there is so much we can do to 
curb their spread, saving and creating 
precious habitat. No matter what 
space you occupy – a postage stamp, 
a football field, a patio – you can 
support birds and insect pollinators 
by planting native perennials. Just 
a small patch of Swamp or Butterfly 
Milkweed, Joe Pye (my favorite!), 
Bee Balm, Spicebush, Columbine, 
Goldenrod, or all of the above, can 
benefit a whole host of insects, birds, 
and butterflies that so desperately 
need our help as development and 
climate change continue to alter our 
landscape. Too late, you say?? Not 
so! Fall is a wonderful time to plant 

perennials, allowing their roots to develop over winter. Please feel 
free to call us for suggestions!

For the Birds,

Melissa

Virginia Rail at Buckhorn Marsh

www.buffaloaudubon.org
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A giant mud play zone will be the  
focus point again this year!  
Visitors are encouraged to bring a towel and change of clothes  

if they plan to get dirty. Hoses will be available to clean up. 

Come explore Beaver Meadow through playing in nature.  Everyone  
will enjoy paddling the pond in a canoe or catching insects in the meadow.  Craft 

a crown made with natural materials, build a fairy house or toad abode, use small 
nets to explore pond life and cheer on your favorite turtle in our turtle race!

Bring a lunch and spend the day!  Refreshments and snacks  
available in our gift shop!

We have even more in store for people of all ages  
to enjoy a hands-on day in the woods.

Come create your own adventure!

Discover Your Inner Wild Child!
Saturday, Aug. 3, 2019

11:00 am-4:00 pm
$8 per person • $30 family of 4

ages 2 and under Free

Discover Your Inner Wild Child 

Join us for our summer family fun event that will create memories for a lifetime!  
We had so much fun last year, we’ve decided to make it an annual event! Bring 
our family to explore Beaver Meadow through playing in nature. Craft a crown 
made with natural materials, make art in the woods, and build a fairy house! 

Everyone will enjoy paddling our pond, playing in our giant mud area, or 
catching insects in the meadow. We’ll also have live birds of prey! A great event 

for people of all ages to enjoy a hands-on day in the woods. 

Saturday, August 5th 

11:00 am—4:00 pm 
$8 per person  

$30 family of 4  

Discover Your Inner Wild Child 

Join us for our summer family fun event that will create memories for a lifetime!  
We had so much fun last year, we’ve decided to make it an annual event! Bring 
our family to explore Beaver Meadow through playing in nature. Craft a crown 
made with natural materials, make art in the woods, and build a fairy house! 

Everyone will enjoy paddling our pond, playing in our giant mud area, or 
catching insects in the meadow. We’ll also have live birds of prey! A great event 

for people of all ages to enjoy a hands-on day in the woods. 

Saturday, August 5th 

11:00 am—4:00 pm 
$8 per person  

$30 family of 4  
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A Naturalist 
View

Free Flight 
By Mark Carra

People love birds as is 
evidenced by the increasing 
popularity of birding here in 
the USA and around the world. 
Using the traditional method 
of identification as birds 
that can breed and produce 
viable young, most lists count 
individual species in the 9,000 
to 10,000 range. Humans seem 
to envy most of them partly 
for their beauty but mostly for 
their flight capabilities.

Who hasn’t had a dream where you stretched out your arms wide, 
flapped them, and lifted off flying through the air? We’ll never truly 
take flight in the avian sense, but one wonders how it must have 
felt when Orville Wright sailed into the air on December 17, 1903 
severing the earthly tether of gravity’s pull on the human race. 
Most birds can fly and we have coveted that ability throughout 
history. 

What would your feathers 
look like? How long would 
your wings be? Would you 
have long wings to catch the 
warm air currents that rise 
from the dark patches of earth 
below like the soaring eagle? 
Would your wings be short 
and rounded like those of a 
Coopers Hawk so you could 
bank in between the limbs of 
your forest habitat? Would you 

have short pointed wings like the Barn Swallow with maneuvering 
capabilities that surpass the abilities of stunt pilots? Would your 
feathers be designed to fly with the silence of a nocturnal Owl 
masking your approach? Would your wings beat 
at the rate of a Hummingbird’s or would you 
rarely flap them like the teetering flight 
of a Turkey Vulture? 

Would your wings be designed 
to fly through the sky and 
be equally useful to 
push you beneath the 
ocean waves like the 
seagoing Cormorants 
that fish for a living? 
Would your wings be 

Mark Carra

Buffalo Audubon Society 
Membership Application

Support your local Audubon Centers  
and Environmental Education  

throughout Western NY!
Local Membership in the Buffalo Audubon Society entitles 
you to: 
• Receive the Outlook, including local activities and news.
• Receive voting rights in Buffalo Audubon plus member 

discounts and specials.
$30 - Individual                 $40 - Family

My BAS membership is:  ___ New  ___ Renew (check one)  

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State _____  Zip _______  

E-mail _____________________________________________________

q Please send me Outlook via e-mail to save precious 
resources & funds.

Make check payable to:  
BUFFALO AUDUBON SOCIETY  

and mail with this application to:  
1610 Welch Road 

North Java, NY 14113
Memberships online at buffaloaudubon.org

long and pointed like 
the Peregrine Falcon 
making you the 
fastest living thing 
in a steep pointed 
dive? Would your 
wings take you on 
the longest migration 
of any bird like the 
Arctic Tern with 
its elegant wings 
travelling some 24,000 miles per year or would you prefer for the 
wings of a Golden-crowned Kinglet taking you from branch to 
branch amongst the bushes to elude those that wish to eat you?

I truly believe that none of that 
would matter to most of us 
since it’s not the type or quality 
of flight but the simple act of 
“free flight” that we would 
love to experience. We depict 
the human spirit with wings 
probably because it is our 
deepest wish to rise above the 
shackles of our earthly existence 
yet to birds this is probably as 
effortless as taking a breath.
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Allegany Nature Pilgrimage  
Thank you goes out to the committee members, program leaders and for all 697 nature lovers who attended 
this year’s 61st Allegany Nature Pilgrimage.  

Organized by a committee of volunteers from four local Audubon Societies: Buffalo, Jamestown, Presque 
Isle in Erie, and Burroughs Nature Club in Rochester, plus Allegany State Park, over 100 walks and talks 
were presented.  Mark your calendar for the 62nd Annual Pilgrimage to be held May 29-31, 2020.

Tom Kerr

Building 
Bird Friendly 
Schoolyards

By Tom Kerr

Over the past 5 springs, the Buffalo 
Audubon Society has been conducting 
our For the Birds! program at Perry Elementary and Lewiston-
Porter Intermediate schools. For the Birds! is an 8 lesson series of 
programs that uses birds to teach 3rd and 4th grade students about 
local habitat, adaptations, citizen science, and conservation issues.  

The final lesson of the For the Birds! program 
involves a lesson on invasive European Starlings 
and House Sparrows taking habitat away from 
cavity nesting birds, such as Eastern Bluebirds 
and Tree Swallows.  I try to emphasize that the 
invasive species are here to stay, so harming 
them for the sake of our native birds would do 
no good.  They are living creatures, so we don’t 
want to hurt them, but we don’t need to help 
them either.  Following a discussion on how we 
can help native cavity nesting birds, each class 
installs a bird house along the perimeter of the 
school property.  After several years in a row 
of adding bird houses to the schoolyard, each 
house at Lewiston-Porter is occupied either by Tree Swallows or 
Eastern Bluebirds.  Perry is coming along as well with nesting Tree 
Swallows, Bluebirds, and Black-capped Chickadees.  It can take 

some time for the birds to find a nest box, but when they do, they 
will often come back year after year to the same area, along with 
their offspring.  

When I started visiting these schools for our For the Birds! 
program, taking the kids outside to find birds was a challenge.  An 
occasional crow passing by, or a Killdeer crouched down in the 
middle of the field would usually be the highlight of the walk.  Our 
schoolyard bird walks are very different now.   While watching 
male Tree Swallows trying to win over the females and claim bird 
houses for the nesting season, we tossed some goose feathers we 
found behind the school into the wind.  The males immediately 
went after them, catching them out of the air and presenting them 
as a gift to the females.  If she was sufficiently impressed by his 
acrobatics, that feather would be the first to line the nest inside the 

bird house.  If you have never witnessed Tree 
Swallow courtship, it is definitely something 
fun to watch.  After seeing a Tree Swallow 
catch a feather out of the air and bring it to 
his mate, a third grade student turned to me 
and said “That was the most beautiful thing I 
have seen!”  I hope she always remembers the 
beautiful birds behind her school.  Too many 
kids graduate from high school without ever 
getting out into nature.  

For more information on bringing For the 
Birds into your children’s school, or how the 
Buffalo Audubon Society can help make your 
schoolyard into bird friendly habitat, email 
me at tkerr.buffaloaudubon@gmail.com.  A 

handful of bird houses added to the edge of a soccer field or a 
baseball diamond could make a big difference for native species.  
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Enchanted 
Forest

October 11-12-13, 2019
Enjoy an evening walk through our magical 
woods to meet the animals that call Beaver 

Meadow their home.  We will be taking 
reservations beginning August 1.  Book 
early to reserve your spot!  Check out 

website at buffaloaudubon.org for 
more information.

2019 Summer Camp
At Beaver Meadow Audubon Center

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
FOR CAMPERS 

$5 per ½ hour extended care available until 5pm

Explorers 
• For students who have 

completed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 
Grade 

• July 15-19 or August 12-16

• 9 am - 3 pm 

• Fee: $185 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% 
discount  

Do you want to be a real nature 
explorer? Discover the fields, 
forests and wetlands of Beaver 
Meadow and the plants and 
animals who live there! Live 
animals, stories, games, crafts, 
canoeing the beaver pond and 
hands-on discoveries of all 
kinds will be part of the daily 
fun!

adventurers 
• For students who have 

completed 4th, 5th, or 6th 
Grade 

• August 5-9 or August 19-23

• 9 am – 4 pm 

• Fee:  $225 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% 
discount 

Outdoor adventures are key 
to being a summer wild child! 
Adventurers will work together 
to define their daily nature 
experience! Live animals, 
games, shelter building, hikes, 
canoeing the beaver pond and 
a Thursday night sleepover 
with an Owl Prowl will round 
out the week! 

     Avian 
Expeditioners 
• For students who have 

completed 6th, 7th, or 8th 
Grade 

• July 22-26

• 9 am – 4 pm 

• Fee:  $300 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% 
discount 

Let’s take a deeper dive into the 
world of birds! Expeditioners 
will learn the ins and outs of the 
science of ornithology. Binocular 
boot camp (each camper will 
receive their own pair of Vortex 
binoculars – a $120 retail value), 
use of field guides, bird banding, 
and field trips to see more will all 
be part of the fun! 

New! 

Registration materials available at 
www.buffaloaudubon.org 

or call 585-457-3228
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July
6 Sat  1-3pm  Wetland Wildflowers - Join Naturalist Mark 

Carra on a hike through one of Beaver Meadow’s beautiful 
wetlands. We’ll be searching for Canada Lilies and Fringed 
Orchids as well as many other beautiful blooms. Come 
prepared with proper attire including hip or chest waders. 13 
years of age and up. Rain or shine. Pre-registration required. 
$5.

6 Sat  Dusk  Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 
Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain or shine. Visitors are 
invited to bring their own equipment for viewing. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

7 Sun  9am-2pm  Allenberg Bog Walk – A casual hike 
through the preserve in search of summertime flora and 
other interesting facets of this unique environment. A 
fascinating refuge of 390 acres, it is a jewel of the Buffalo 
Audubon Preserve System. Participants will meet at 9am in 
the Walmart parking lot (Tim Horton’s end) in Springville 
for carpooling with an estimated return by 2pm. Pre-
registration is required. Please call 585-457-3228 to register. 
$5 Ages 10 and up.

11 Thurs  6-8pm  Birds in the Landscape at the Botanical 
Gardens - Gardening - it’s for the birds! Join Buffalo 
Audubon to discover more about Plants for Birds presented 
by Naturalist, Mark Carra. Learn how you can facilitate 
connections between a native garden landscape and the 
wildlife and pollinators that thrive locally through an 
entertaining lecture. Investigate these connections and 
adaptations further by exploring the exotic plants in the 
Botanical Gardens’ collection and discover how birds 
make the diversity of the tropics happen. Pre-registration 
is required by visiting: https://www.buffalogardens.com/
collections/adults/products/birds-in-the-landscape-
july-11 Garden Members: $16; General Public: $18. Buffalo 
Audubon Members can use the code BIRD10 to receive a $2 
discount.

13 Sat  9-11am  Birder Boot Camp: Urban Birding at the 
DL&W Trail - Learn the value of finding a birding spot close 
to home in an urban setting! Plenty of birds have adapted 
to city life and make use of city parks, cemeteries, and green 
spaces. Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is required. 
Meet at Red Jacket Park. $7.

Come have fun with us!
Visit Beaver Meadow!

Our flagship preserve and headquarters offers something  
for everyone! A nature play area for kids of all ages (and  

adults that like to act like kids), a variety of hiking trails, and 
several areas to just sit, relax, and BE in a peaceful setting. 

Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!

For directions, visit:  www.buffaloaudubon.org
When you visit please leave your pets at home.  Enjoy a hike 

but stay on the trails.  Walk, don’t run.  Please don’t take 
anything home that you didn’t come with.  Most importantly, 

have fun!  Thanks for visiting us at Beaver Meadow.

Volunteer with Us
Every Wednesday is volunteer day at Beaver Meadow!   
Join us from 9-2 for coffee and donuts and then help 
maintain the trails, work in the office or take on the  

“project of the day.”  There’s no need to register, but bring a 
lunch.  Everyone is welcome – even first timers!   

Call the center if you have any questions.

Volunteers make all that we do at Buffalo Audubon and 
Beaver Meadow possible!  Thanks to all those who give  

so generously of their time and talents.

All programs require pre-registration.  To register, call (585) 457-3228.  

8 www.buffaloaudubon.org
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13 Sat  10am-12pm  Exploring Stella Niagara - Come on 
a journey through this historical preserve with Naturalist 
Mark Carra. We’ll look for the unique plants and animals 
that thrive because of the mighty Niagara and talk about the 
long storied history of this significant and beautiful spot. 
Pre-registration required. Donations gratefully accepted.

16 Tues  10-11:15am  Toddler Time: Let’s Get Buggy! – 
Let’s explore the meadow and look for bugs!  We’ll sing a fun 
song, make an insect craft and have a yummy snack! Pre-
registration is required. Dress for the weather. Ages 2-4. $3.

20  Sat  10am-1pm  Ghost Pond Fen Walk – Explore this 
beautiful piece of property with Naturalist Mark Carra. The 
hike is through the soggiest spots of our unique wetland 
full of natural surprises. Wear appropriate waders for wet 
conditions and get ready to see new and beautiful things. 
Pre-registration required. $5.

August
1 Enchanted Forest Reservations can be made starting 

today. See our website for more details.

3 Sat  11am-4pm  Beaver Meadow’s Wild Summer - 
Discover your inner wild child!  Join us for a summer family 
fun event that will create memories for a lifetime! Explore 
Beaver Meadow through playing in nature – just like you 
did way back when. Visit our Nature Play area, craft a 
crown made with natural materials, and build a fairy house! 
Everyone will enjoy paddling our pond, playing in our mud 
zone, and catching insects in the meadow. We have even 
more in store for people of all ages to enjoy a hands-on day 
in the woods. Create your own adventure! Bring a lunch and 
spend the day! Refreshments and snacks available in our gift 
shop! For more information, please call 585-457-3228. $8 
per person / $30 family of 4 / ages 2 & under free.

3 Sat  Dusk  Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 
Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain or shine. Visitors are 
invited to bring their own equipment for viewing. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

17 Sat  9-11am  Birder Boot Camp: Shorebirds at Iroquois 
National Wildlife Refuge - Join us on a search for some 
of the hardest birds to identify! Shorebirds like sandpipers 
and plovers are migrating through Western New York on 
their way south. Make the best of the short time they spend 
here and learn what to look for when identifying these birds! 
Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is required. Meet at 
Cayuga Pool Overlook lot. $7.

17   Sat  10am-12pm  Beaver Meadow Botany – We’ll survey 
the various plant habitats that grace the preserve. Hidden 
Valley Trail to Long Trail to Old Woods and round to 
sample some of the beautiful plant-life that grows at Beaver 
Meadow. Family friendly although it will be a long hike. Pre-
registration required. $5.

20 Tues  10-11:15am  Toddler Time: Fantastic Frogs – Join 
us on a frog search in our ponds and learn about Beaver 
Meadow’s resident frog species. Create a fun frog mask and 
froggy snack!  Pre-registration is required. Dress for the 
weather. Ages 2-4. $3. 

Follow us on Facebook  
@BuffaloAudubonSociety & 
Instagram @buffaloaudubon

24   Sat  10am-12pm  Pollinators @ Knox – Come on a walk 
with Naturalist Mark Carra through the some of the prettiest 
places at Knox Farm State Park. We will look for, capture and 
release pollinators in the park to see how they’re doing and 
learn about their natural history. Nets will be supplied. Pre-
registration required. Donations gratefully accepted.

30 Fri  7-9pm  Summer Night Hike and Campfire –  Join us 
around the campfire for S’mores before a sunset night hike 
at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. Beavers, Owls, Bats, 
Raccoons, and Nighthawks will all be out and about getting 
ready for fall! Pre-registration is required. $5.

31   Sat  9:30am-12pm  The Nature of Rose Acres – Come 
walk with Naturalist Mark Carra through the forest and 
fields of our Rose Acres Preserve. We will see if the beavers 
are still active and look for signs of the birds and other 
animals that call it home. Pre-registration required. $5.

Upcoming Events 
in September

6 Feminist Bird Club Kick-off Event

7 Feminist Bird Club Walk

7 Landscape Solutions with Native Plants
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Carrying On a Legacy at Beaver Meadow

Visit The BAS Gift Shop!
At Beaver Meadow

Oh, the places 
you’ll go!

Have you visited our Gift Shop?
Your membership entitles you 
to a 10% discount, so be sure 
to shop 

with 
us this 

summer!
Featuring 

handmade 
crafts, books,  
games and 
much more.

If you’ve been to Beaver Meadow this summer, you’ve seen some 
changes afoot! Our building was more than overdue for a facelift. 
Our siding had seen better days, and in terms of energy efficiency 
and heat loss, it was like a candle in the wind.  Those days are no 
more! We’re currently in the midst of a full exterior 
renovation, including insulation, siding, doors, 
and fireplace improvements. This is no small 
feat, and one that we could not have undertaken 
without the generosity of our legacy donors. 

Just a few years ago, Buffalo Audubon received 
a life-changing gift from Dr. Johannes Goerner, 
dedicated to the ongoing improvement of Beaver 
Meadow’s trails and facilities. As stewards of Dr. 
Goerner’s legacy, our leadership has adopted a 
strategy for investment of these funds, beginning 
with exterior renovations of the center that will 
improve the visitor experience, save energy and 
operations funding, and better protect the building 
against the harsh elements. By securing our 
structures, we can focus future funds on improving 
exhibits and educational displays throughout our 
preserve, and continuing to provide experiences 
in nature for visitors of all ages for many years to 

come. We’re looking forward to sharing the final product with you 
- come on out to Beaver Meadow or keep an eye out for photos in 
the next Outlook! 

Buffalo Audubon’s  
Annual Meeting

The Buffalo Audubon Society held its Annual Business Meeting 
at Beaver Meadow Audubon Center on Saturday, May 4 of this 
year.  Executive Director Melissa Fratello presented the Buffalo 
Audubon Strategic Plan Overview and Regional Efforts.  Followed 
by the staff presentation, The Year in Review, the day ended with a 
Guided Walk with Bill Michalek.

Along with election of this 
year’s Board of Directors, the 
Sheldon E. Merritt award was 
presented.

The Sheldon E. Merritt 
Distinguished Service Award 
is named in honor of a 
three-term president of the 
Buffalo Audubon Society 
who epitomized the very 
essence of volunteer service 
to an organization.  He often 
expressed his admiration and 

appreciation for the host of volunteers who continually stepped 
forward to ensure a vibrant, healthy Buffalo Audubon Society in 
a myriad of ways.  Volunteer Jim Griffis was presented with the 
2019 award for his dedication to the Buffalo Audubon Society.

The Society wishes to thank all of you who attended this annual 
event!

Jim Griffis and Melissa Fratello
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Carmon Becker –  
Gone too soon!

A significant voice for and a true friend of 
Buffalo Audubon was extinguished on April 
18, 2019, namely Carmon Becker. Through 
his many years of association with Buffalo 
Audubon, and especially his unwavering 
support for Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, 
he proved to be one of the people who helped 
shape our great organization. As the caretaker 
of the Beaver Meadow property for several years 
he was known for his meticulous dedication 
to preserve the beauty of this prized place. 
Carmon was also instrumental in caring for 
our arboretum and the trees he loved so dearly. 
Many of the trees he planted were grown and 
nurtured from seeds he collected. 

A kinder and gentler man you would be hard-
pressed to find. He was a true poet in the way he 
looked at nature and wrote about it. He will be 
missed as a friend of those he worked with and 
as an exceptional human being who gave this 
organization all the love and support that only a 
man with a heart of gold could give. 

A View from the Beaver Meadow 
Nature Center

As I saw it at 8:00 am, February 8, 1995 
Temperature 5 degrees above zero

By Carmon Becker

Dark mountains of clouds hang heavy in the northeast beyond 
the Beaver Pond. However, from the southeast, the sun is pushing 
through with a brilliant contrast.  The air is saturated with ice 
crystals or perhaps tiny snowflakes.  A resplendent scene engulfs 
the entire Beaver Pond, now a smooth sheen of snowy white 
without a track of any kind.

Weathered old roots and snags of fallen trees jut up from the 
frozen pond’s surface, casting interesting shadows.  Hemlocks on 
the far side, droop heavily with a thick blanket of snow.  They, with 
a scattering of taller white pines create a grand picture of wintry 
solitude against the changing horizon.  Closer to the Nature Center 
the lawns absolutely sparkle in the early sunlight.  Sumac berries at 
the lawn’s edge show a tint of red through the powdery new snow.

Three cardinals flit from tree to tree, contrasting beautifully with 
the dark spruce boughs.  Everywhere are many birds . . . juncos, 
tree sparrows, goldfinches, house sparrows, chickadees, blue jays, 
mourning doves, and downy woodpeckers.  Even a crow sits quietly 
in a maple tree close to the sleeping hummingbird garden, while 
two red squirrels dig from fallen seed beneath the bird feeders.  It 
seems as if all of nature’s creatures are enjoying the splendor of this 
morning as much as I am.
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BEAVER MEADOW AUDUBON CENTER 
Open Year-round 

- Hours - 
Tuesday - Saturday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday 1 PM - 5 PM 
Closed on Mondays and Major Holidays 

Trails are always open

Buffalo Audubon Preserves 
Open Year-round 

Dawn to Dusk, Open to the Public

Zelda  visits students from Perry Elementary 
during the raptor lesson of our For the Birds 
program with schools.  To learn more about  
For the Birds, read Tom Kerr’s article inside!


