
Audubon Outlook  

“110 Years of Environmental Education 1909 - 2019”
Newsletter of the Buffalo Audubon Society  MAY  |   JUNE  2019

The most beautiful gift of nature  
is that it gives one pleasure to look 
around and try to comprehend  
what we see.  - Albert Einstein
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Our Sincere Thanks To Our Recent Donors 
Legacy Society Members: 
Anonymous (4), Mary Canfield, Barbara Delenkitis, Judith Hoffman, Dorothy Rapp, Susan and Allen Ott, 
Sr., Amy Choboy and Pamela Rossotto, Dr. Scott W. Phillips and Ms. Mary C. Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Stevenson, Annette & Richard Komroy.

The Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have made a bequest or other estate plan to benefit the 
Buffalo Audubon Society, and who have let us know of their intent.  We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to these individuals for the wonderful commitment they have made to the long-term success of 
the Buffalo Audubon Society.  

If you have made such a gift and would like to be recognized in this and other listings, or if you  
would like information about how to make such a gift, please contact us at (585) 457-3228  
or info@buffaloaudubon.org.

DONORS: 

1610 Welch Road 
North Java, NY 14113

Ph 585.457-3228
Fax 585.457-1378

E-mail: info@buffaloaudubon.org
www.buffaloaudubon.org
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they enjoy an array of trails through forests and wetlands here at Beaver Meadow.
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Jeff Beich

President’s  
Message

I am writing this column in early April. Yesterday I went for my 
usual walk along the West River on Grand Island and heard the 
spring peepers for the first time this year. After this long, cold 
winter I am ready for a change in the weather! I’ll even put up with 
the two big groundhogs that have emerged from their dens and are 
waiting for me to plant my flowers (“Pssst…. we love petunias”).

We are deluged these days with bad news 
about the environment. To avoid despair, 
it is helpful to remind ourselves of some 
of our environmental successes. I grew 
up on Grand Island, left for Pennsylvania 
in 1975 and returned in 2002. Being bird 
sensitive, one of the first things I noticed 
in my walks along the river was the 
presence of bald eagles and ospreys (my 
favorite bird of prey). I don’t ever recall 
seeing either bird in the 60’s and early 70’s. 
Now in the summer, sightings of both are 
almost routine. Community awareness of 
the problem and advocating for solutions 
helped to make this success a possibility. 

Through fostering awareness and promoting advocacy, BAS can 
help to make a difference.

On the humorous side, there was a recent article in the NY Times 
about the return of the eagles around Seattle. Apparently, there 
are 200 that routinely feed at the local landfill. The problem is 
that the eagles tend to carry the garbage back to their nests and in 
the process, drop some of it on suburban neighborhoods. Given 
their size, some of these “bombings” are rather substantial. I have 
seen Eagles carry, and sometimes drop, large salmon carcasses in 
Alaska. While I am delighted to see their return along the West 
River, I may have to be on the lookout for falling carp.

Finally, the Board has been busy finalizing our three-year strategic 
plan. With input from the membership and staff, we are developing 
strategies to meet the challenges of our changing world, while 
still honoring our history and traditions. In February, the Board 

members undertook an all-day planning 
session, facilitated by a local consultant, 
Linda Ray. I have participated in similar 
sessions multiple times in my career and 
this was probably the best one I have 
attended. Everyone did their homework 
and actively participated in the process. 
We will be finalizing the plans in May 
and will be communicating them to 
our stakeholders in the late spring/early 
summer. 

Enjoy the spring!!

Jeff Beich

Director’s 
Message

Melissa Fratello

Pardon Our Dust, and Come Bird With Us!

Well, the busiest of seasons is upon us here at Beaver Meadow. 
Soon, there will be throngs of school kids exploring the meadow 
and ponds for salamanders, bluebirds, mantis, and frogs.  We 
can’t wait to see the preserve in bloom again. With the change 
of the season will come one more significant transformation 
– our Nature Center is getting a makeover! If you plan to visit  
us this spring and summer, know that despite the construction, 
the Center will be open and operating as usual. We are so very 
thrilled to put the generous bequest left to us by Dr. Goerner to 
good use, completing a sorely needed exterior renovation that will 
not only look beautiful, but be much more energy efficient and 
thus, bird-friendly. 

Progress is underway not only at Beaver Meadow, but throughout 
the region as we collaborate with several partners to bring bird-
related programming to new audiences, in new places. From April 
through September, we’ll be leading a series of walks adjacent to 
the Western New York Land Conservancy’s DL&W Trail project 
at Red Jacket Park. We’re excited to reach new audiences and show 
off Buffalo’s birds! We’re also launching a Plants for Birds initiative 
in the African American Heritage Corridor and the Fruit Belt 
neighborhood, planting native perennials and promoting creation 
of pollinator habitat through plant distributions and education in 
partnership with Grassroots Gardens WNY. So many good things 
underway.  We hope you’ll come out to Beaver Meadow to see 
our Center’s facelift, 
join us for a beer at 
the next Birds and 
Brews, and come out 
for a walk with us 
this summer!

Melissa Fratello

www.buffaloaudubon.org
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A Naturalist 
View

Nature’s  
Roadside Diner 

By Mark Carra

The word “diner” brings many a good memory to our mind’s 
eye. The simple yet tasty menu with such basic descriptions 
as #1 and #2 displayed on a thickly laminated card for some is 
equivalent to “comfort food.” The smell of this uniquely American 
fare wafts through the entire neighborhood drawing many early 
morning travelers in like sheep to a freshly mowed field. Many 
are conveniently located by the side of a busy road, ensuring a 
consistent flow of hungry mouths. 

There is an equivalent in the animal world that can be described 
in very similar terms that serves an uncooked version of readily 
available items that are as irresistible to the wild creatures that 
live there as the #1 plate with a side of whole-wheat toast is to us. 
On the menu is a collection of unfortunate animals who have met 
their end in the path of a speeding vehicle. “Roadkill” is the term 
we’ve coined to describe this unintentional accident that, at least 
in part, may have a root cause connected to our busy lifestyles. 

The cuisine is not fancy just like the diner’s food, but in many cases 
the wildlife that is drawn to the table can become a menu item 
themselves.

I remember an incident several years ago as I was driving along 
at 55 mph on a busy highway when I spotted movement off to 
the right on the shoulder of the road. Upon approaching the 
movement, I identified it as a Red-tailed Hawk making a meal out 
of a deer carcass. I watched intently to make sure I avoided the 
magnificent predator, and as it was safely out of the traffic lane, I 
was confident that he would not become a roadside statistic. 

Just as I reached the dead deer, the hawk started to run away from 
me in an effort to flee what he saw as an imminent danger. I was 
relieved to see him taking flight still off the road when he abruptly 
banked hard to the left putting his entire body squarely in front 
of the panel van that I was driving. I had checked my side view 
mirror and noticed there was a car attempting to pass me on 
the left. Not having the ability to swerve in that direction, I was 
forced to hold the wheel steady and squeeze the brakes to slow my 
forward motion. The bird’s four-foot wingspan just barely missed 
my driver’s side headlight and he cleared the van by a whisker. I 
immediately checked my mirrors to confirm that the passing car 
had missed him as well. The sense of relief was immediate and 
very gratifying. 

Between Vultures in daylight being drawn to the irresistible 
aroma of an easy meal, as they are one of the few birds that have 
an exceptional sense of smell, and our bright headlights at night 
causing moths to seek the mesmerizing light which puts a hungry 
owl in danger, we are the constant supporters of the diner staying 
open 24 hours a day 7 days a week.

The hawk incident taught me that even with a clear understanding 
of this possible danger I still very nearly served up a roadside 
special for another diner guest and would have put it in the 
same dangerous position afforded by my near miss. We are the 
reason that this diner remains open for business since our harried 
schedules distract us from the struggles of wildlife around us. Pay 
attention to everything as you drive to your intended destination, 
and don’t become the grill master serving up unintentional meals 
for the “Roadkill Diner ” in your neighborhood.  

New Book on  
StoryBook Trail! 

“The Perils of Pauvre Philippe” colorfully 
depicts the adventures of a wooden bird 
who finds the secret of how to fly. It’s 
so fitting to feature this whimsical and 
colorful book on the 40th anniversary 
of its publication in 1979. Written by 
longtime Buffalo Audubon volunteer and 
former board member, Taddy Dann, it’s a tale that takes Phillippe 
to the bottom of the sea, through a nut and bolt factory, hunting, 
fishing, over the falls, and many other places to find the secret of 
how to fly. 

StoryBook Trail is located near the Arboretum parking lot at 
Beaver Meadow Audubon Center along Song Sparrow and Field 
Sparrow Trails. “The Perils of Pauvre Philippe” will be featured 
through the end of July. 

Mark Carra

Visit The BAS Gift Shop! At Beaver Meadow
For the Month of May 

Hummingbird and  
Oriole Feeders

20% Off 
Place a feeder in your yard to 
provide nourishment and lure 

birds up close for better viewing.

Great Gift for Mother’s Day!
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61st Annual 

ALLEGANY NATURE 
PILGRIMAGE

Weekend Admission - $45 Adults ($25 per day) - $5 ages 5-18
The Allegany Nature Pilgrimage is fast approaching.  

Come join us May 31st to June 2nd for new 
programs and hikes such as Nature by Kayak, Forest 

Bathing, Life Under the Lens, Raptors in Flight, 
Yoga, and What’s in a Dinosaur Egg.  Participate in 
some of the 100 programs and hikes like Birding, 

Astronomy, Nature Photography, Children’s Nature, 
Nature Art and many others.  

There are two excellent evening tent programs.  
Friday night brings Jared Miller, Television Host of 

Animal Explorations. Saturday evening, we welcome Hazel 
Stark and Joe Horn from the Maine Outdoor School.  There 
will be music by Folksinger Nan Hoffman during the chicken 
barbeque on Saturday and an evening campfire sing-around 

in which you are welcome to participate and enjoy!

To register, or for more information and cabin/tent 
accommodations visit www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.

com or call 1-800-456-CAMP.   

For a printed brochure call Buffalo Audubon  
at 585-457-3228. 

May 31, June 1, 2, 2019
Allegany State Park

Don’t you deserve a 

weekend in the wo
ods?
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Advocacy in Action
Victory for New York’s Environment! Buffalo Audubon joined 
environmental advocates across the state to speak up for habitat 
protection, clean water and water infrastructure, and critical 
funding for conservation work, from Buffalo to the Bronx. We’re 
more than pleased with the result of these efforts. Policy is arguably 
the most powerful tool in mitigating the effects of climate change 
and protecting precious habitat throughout New York and across 
the country. Here is a summary of the key wins from this year’s 
advocacy effort, from Audubon New York:

On April 1st, New York State finalized its SFY 2019-20 Enacted 
Budget. The budget includes several important proposals that 
Audubon New York successfully advocated for, including $300 
million for the Environmental Protection Fund, $500 million 
in capital funding for Clean Water Infrastructure, and a ban on 
single-use plastic bags. 

Audubon-supported Proposals in New York State’s 
Enacted Budget:
• Environmental Protection Fund.   New York State provided 

an additional $300 million for the Environmental Protection 
fund, which protects clean water, open space, working lands, 
forests, parks, and waterfronts – helping birds and people 
thrive. 100 percent of that funding will be used for capital 
projects that benefit the environment and local communities. 
This includes an increase to the Zoos, Botanical Gardens, and 
Aquaria Program, full funding for the Ocean and Great Lakes 
Initiative, and $500,000 for Regenerate NY, which will benefit 
New York State’s declining woodland birds.

• Ban on Single-Use 
Plastic Bags.  Plastics 
have become an abundant 
pollutant in our oceans 
and pose a major threat 
to marine and coastal 
wildlife. On average, 
an estimated 8 million 
metric tons of plastic 
enter the ocean each year 
due to littering, illegal 
dumping, and poor waste 
management on land and 
at sea. The budget bans 
the use of plastic bags in 
New York State and allows 
counties to opt in to a fee 
on paper – a portion of 
which would be directed to 
the Environmental Protection Fund.

• Increased Funding for Clean Water Infrastructure.  We all 
share a need for clean water. The budget includes an additional 
$500 million in funding for clean water infrastructure – 
providing another significant down payment on the state’s 
$80 billion need for improved drinking water and wastewater 
systems and protect source waters. 
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2019 Summer Camp
At Beaver Meadow Audubon Center

Explorers 
• For students who have 

completed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 
Grade 

• July 15-19 or August 12-16

• 9 am - 3 pm 

• Fee: $185 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% discount  

Do you want to be a real nature 
explorer? Discover the fields, forests 
and wetlands of Beaver Meadow 
and the plants and animals who live 
there! Live animals, stories, games, 
crafts, canoeing the beaver pond 
and hands-on discoveries of all 
kinds will be part of the daily fun!

adventurers 
• For students who have 

completed 4th, 5th, or 6th Grade 

• August 5-9 or August 19-23

• 9 am – 4 pm 

• Fee:  $225 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% discount 

Outdoor adventures are key 
to being a summer wild child! 
Adventurers will work together 
to define their daily nature 
experience! Live animals, games, 
shelter building, hikes, canoeing the 
beaver pond and a Thursday night 
sleepover with an Owl Prowl will 
round out the week! 

Registration materials available at 
www.buffaloaudubon.org 

or call 585-457-3228

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE 

FOR CAMPERS 
$5 per ½ hour 
extended care  

available until 5pm

     Avian 
Expeditioners 

• For students who have completed 
6th, 7th, or 8th Grade 

• July 22-26

• 9 am – 4 pm 

• Fee:  $300 Non-Member/
Members receive a 10% discount 

Let’s take a deeper dive into the 
world of birds! Expeditioners will 
learn the ins and outs of the science 
of ornithology. Binocular boot camp 
(each camper will receive their own 
pair of Vortex binoculars – a $120 
retail value), use of field guides, bird 
banding, and field trips to see more 
will all be part of the fun! 

New! 
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May
1 Wed  10am-12pm  Volunteer Training: Shelter Building 

– This program will teach you how to work with students 
outdoors during an engineering challenge. Building shelters 
is an excellent way for participants to make observations, 
process possible solutions and develop team-building skills. 
Pre-registration is required.

4 Sat  8-10am  Forest Lawn is for the Birds – Join Forest 
Lawn, the SPCA, and the Buffalo Audubon Society as they 
team up to bring you a day of birding and wildlife education. 
The SPCA will be doing a talk about being a good steward to 
the diverse wildlife of Forest Lawn, followed by a bird walk 
led by Naturalist Tom Kerr. Binoculars are recommended, 
trips will go rain or shine. Join us in a beautiful setting 
as we walk to see many beautiful birds during the spring 
migration. Dress for the weather! Tickets are available at 
https://www.forest-lawn.com/events

 4 Sat 2-5pm  BAS Member Celebration and Annual 
Meeting - Come out and hear from Buffalo Audubon staff 
and leadership about what we’re up to this year, meet fellow 
Buffalo Audubon members, and enjoy an afternoon walk at  
Beaver Meadow with Field Guides Podcast Naturalist Bill 
Michalek! Refreshments will be served (Appetizer Stations, 
Beer, Wine, and Desserts), and guests will go home with 
a native plant to create habitat at home! $15 per person. 
Members who have given $100 or more to Buffalo Audubon 
in 2018/2019 attend FREE! 

4 Sat  Dusk  Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 
Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain or shine. Visitors are 
invited to bring their own equipment for viewing. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

8 Wed  10am-12pm  Volunteer Training: Cold-blooded 
Critters – For anyone interested in leading school 
programming at Beaver Meadow! What’s the difference 
between a cold-blooded and a warm-blooded animal?  
Using our live reptiles and amphibians we’ll explore how 
to educate people about their unique adaptations. Pre-
registration is required.

8 Wed  1-3pm  Volunteer Training: Hidden World 
of the Pond – For anyone interested in leading school 
programming at Beaver Meadow! Join us as we explore the 
hidden world of the pond. Classification and identification 
of benthic macroinvertebrates, reptiles, amphibians and fish 
that call the pond their home will be emphasized. Be sure to 
dress for the weather and wear shoes/boots that can get wet. 
Pre-registration is required. 

10 Fri  6-8pm  Friday Night Flights – West Seneca Oxbow 
- Celebrate the return of spring with an evening birding walk 
at the West Seneca Oxbow! We’ll be looking for Red-headed 
Woodpeckers, Orchard Orioles and other birds getting ready 
for the nesting season. Meet at Robert J. Stransky Memorial 
Complex parking lot off of Clinton St. Pre-registration is 
required. Donations gratefully accepted.

11 Sat  10am-12noon  North Tonawanda Audubon 
Preserve Spring Clean-up - Join us in partnership with 
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s Spring Sweep for a clean-up 
of our North Tonawanda Preserve. Meet at Kinkead entrance 
off of Meadow Drive in North Tonawanda. Please wear 
waterproof footwear. Pre-registration required. To register, 
please visit: https://bnwaterkeeper.org/programs/cleanup/

11 Sat  10-11:30am  Wildflower Hike – Come take a hike 
with naturalist Mark Carra to look for some of the beautiful 
wildflowers that grace Beaver Meadow Audubon Center. 
“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less 
traveled by, And that has made all the difference.” Robert 
Frost. Pre-registration is required. $5.

Come have fun with us!
Visit Beaver Meadow!

Our flagship preserve and headquarters offers something  
for everyone! A nature play area for kids of all ages (and  

adults that like to act like kids), a variety of hiking trails, and 
several areas to just sit, relax, and BE in a peaceful setting. 

Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!

For directions, visit:  www.buffaloaudubon.org
When you visit please leave your pets at home.  Enjoy a hike 

but stay on the trails.  Walk, don’t run.  Please don’t take 
anything home that you didn’t come with.  Most importantly, 

have fun!  Thanks for visiting us at Beaver Meadow.

Volunteer with Us
Every Wednesday is volunteer day at Beaver Meadow!   
Join us from 9-2 for coffee and donuts and then help 
maintain the trails, work in the office or take on the  

“project of the day.”  There’s no need to register, but bring a 
lunch.  Everyone is welcome – even first timers!   

Call the center if you have any questions.

Volunteers make all that we do at Buffalo Audubon and 
Beaver Meadow possible!  Thanks to all those who give  

so generously of their time and talents.

All programs require pre-registration.  To register, call (585) 457-3228.  
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11 Sat  6-8pm  Birding Times Beach Nature Preserve 
- Celebrate the return of spring with an evening birding 
walk in Buffalo’s Times Beach Nature Preserve! We’ll be 
looking for warblers and other songbirds getting ready for 
the next leg of their migration journey. Meet at entrance on 
Fuhrmann Blvd. Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is 
required. Donations gratefully accepted.

16    Thur  6-7:30pm  Let’s Go Birding Together! - Let’s 
Go Birding Together walks are for everyone who loves 
birds and the outdoors. We welcome those who identify 
as LGBTQIA++, allies, families, and anyone who wants to 
enjoy an outdoor experience that is inclusive. Binoculars 
will be provided. Pre-registration is required. Donations 
gratefully accepted. https://www.audubon.org/news/lets-go-
birding-together

17 Fri  6-8pm  Friday Night Flights – Ellicott Creek Park - 
Celebrate the return of spring with an evening birding walk 
in Tonawanda’s Ellicott Creek Park! We’ll be looking for 
warblers and other songbirds getting ready for the next leg 
of their migration journey. Meet at parking lot by Creekside 
Rd. entrance. Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is 
required. Donations gratefully accepted.

18 Sat  7:30-10am  Birder Boot Camp: Spring Migration 
– Buckhorn Island – Spring Migration is underway! Learn 
what to look for when birding during migration season, and 
learn how to use your smart phone technology to plan your 
day out! Meet at the Woods Creek lot on East-West Park 
Drive.  Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is required. 
$7 per session. 7 additional sessions remain.

19 Sun  8-10am  Forest Lawn is for the Birds – Join Forest 
Lawn, the SPCA, and the Buffalo Audubon Society as they 
team up to bring you a day of birding and wildlife education. 
The SPCA will be doing a talk about being a good steward to 
the diverse wildlife of Forest Lawn, followed by a bird walk 
led by Naturalist Tom Kerr. Binoculars are recommended, 
trips will go rain or shine. Join us in a beautiful setting 
as we walk to see many beautiful birds during the spring 
migration. Dress for the weather! Tickets are available at 
https://www.forest-lawn.com/events.

21 Tues  10-11:15am  Toddler Time: StoryBook Trail – Let’s 
take a walk on StoryBook Trail and learn all about Pauvre 
Phillipe! We’ll create some colorful bird art afterwards and 
make a theatrical bird themed snack! Pre-registration is 
required. Kids ages 2-4. $3.

24 Fri  6-8pm  Friday Night Flights – Amherst Bike Path – 
Celebrate the return of spring with an evening birding walk 
along the Amherst Bike Path! We’ll be looking for warblers 
and other songbirds getting ready for the next leg of their 
migration journey. Meet at parking lot near the Northtown 
Center. Pre-registration is required. Donations gratefully 
accepted.

25 Sat  8-10am  Rose Acres Audubon Preserve – Join us for 
a morning birding hike at Rose Acres Audubon Preserve. 
Spring Migration is wrapping up and we’ll be looking for the 
many species that are arriving for the summer or just passing 
through on their way north. Meet on Torrey Hill Road. 
Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is required. $5.

25 Sat  10am-2pm  Zoar Valley Adventure - Join Naturalist 
Mark Carra for a long hike into one of the most beautiful 
valleys in New York State and search out the early 
blooming flowers growing there. From Point Peter at the 
top to Valentine Flats below where the main branch of the 
Cattaraugus Creek meets the South branch. We’ll explore 
the natural history of the flora, fauna as well as the unique 
history of the humans who lived there. Meet at Springville 
Tops at 10 am to carpool then hike until 2pm. Bring a 
bag lunch to eat at the convergence of the creeks. Pre-
registration is required. Space is limited. $7.

31- Jun 2 Fri-Sun  61st  Annual Allegany Nature 
Pilgrimage – The Allegany Nature Pilgrimage is an annual 
outdoor learning experience in Allegany State Park. It 
combines fun with a variety of nature-oriented activities. 
This traditional weekend of natural history and outdoor 
education welcomes both the experienced naturalist as well 
as the inquisitive beginner! Open to everyone! Visit www.
alleganynaturepilgrimage for more info.

June
1 Sat  Dusk  Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 

Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain or shine. Visitors are 
invited to bring their own equipment for viewing. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

8 Sat  10am-12pm  Beaver Dam Paddle – Let’s go on a little 
paddle to the Beaver Dam at Beaver Meadow with Naturalist 
Mark Carra. We’ll check out the skill and ingenuity of these 
fascinating residents who call this place home. Dress to get 
wet! Canoes will be provided or bring your own kayak. Pre-
registration is required. $7.

8 Sat  10am-1pm  Buckhorn Island Gull and 
Tern Colonies– Join Naturalist Tom Kerr for 
a hike to the Ring-billed Gull and Common 
Tern Colony at the north end of Grand Island. 
Along the way we’ll check out the habitat 
restoration project led by Buffalo Audubon 
Society in the park’s woodland areas. Meet at 
the Woods Creek lot on East-West Park Drive.  
Binoculars are available. Pre-registration is 
required. Donations gratefully accepted.
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Buffalo Audubon Society 
Membership Application

Support your local Audubon Centers  
and Environmental Education  

throughout Western NY!
Local Membership in the Buffalo Audubon Society entitles 
you to: 
• Receive the Outlook, including local activities and news.
• Receive voting rights in Buffalo Audubon plus member 

discounts and specials.
$30 - Individual                 $40 - Family

My BAS membership is:  ___ New  ___ Renew (check one)  

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State _____  Zip _______  

E-mail _____________________________________________________

q Please send me Outlook via e-mail to save precious 
resources & funds.

Make check payable to:  
BUFFALO AUDUBON SOCIETY  

and mail with this application to:  
1610 Welch Road 

North Java, NY 14113
Memberships online at buffaloaudubon.org

15 Sat  8-10am  Birder Boot 
Camp: Birding By Ear 
– Beaver Meadow – Join 
Naturalist Tom Kerr for 
a morning birding hike. 
Many of the birds we saw 
during spring migration 
are nesting in our area, but 
are much harder to spot 
with the dense foliage of 
summer. We’ll learn how 
to identify these birds 
by their calls and songs, 
and rely more on our 
ears than our eyes. Each 
participant will receive an 
audio CD of warbler songs. 
Binoculars are available. 
Pre-registration is required. 
Meet at Arboretum Parking 
Lot. $7 per session. 6 
additional sessions remain.

15 Sat  10am-12pm  Creek Walk at Hunters Creek – Explore 
this beautiful gorge with naturalist Mark Carra. The walk 
is mildly challenging and full of picturesque vistas sure to 
satisfy your need to hike in this wild place. Wear appropriate 
footwear for wet conditions. Pre-registration required. 
Donations gratefully accepted.

16 Sun  9am-3:30pm  Allenberg Bog Excursion – Join 
USDA Entomologist Wayne Gall to experience the wonders 
of a northern peat bog with a quaking mat and open bog 
pond. With a little luck, participants will be able to enjoy 
prime-time for flowering of great rosebay, Rhododendron 
maximum. Participants should bring lunch and water for 
a trailside-lunch in the preserve. Be prepared for wet and 
mucky conditions and biting flies by wearing a hat, long 
pants, long-sleeved shirt, and closed-toe footwear (old 
sneakers recommended; knee-high boots may suffice but 
no guarantee water may not top them in spots). Participants 
should have good mobility for walking on unstable 
substrates, and be in good health for a strenuous walk. 
Rain-or-shine event. Meet at the North Boston Park & Ride 
lot, Boston State Road (NY-391) at Herman Hill Road (NY-
277). Pre-registration and pre-payment is required. Space is 
limited. Reserve your spot early! Ages 14+. $10.

20    Thur  6-7:30pm  Let’s Go Birding Together! - Let’s 
Go Birding Together walks are for everyone who loves 
birds and the outdoors. We welcome those who identify 
as LGBTQIA++, allies, families, and anyone who wants to 
enjoy an outdoor experience that is inclusive. Binoculars 
will be provided. Pre-registration is required. Donations 
gratefully accepted. https://www.audubon.org/news/lets-go-
birding-together

21 Fri  8:30-10pm  Summer Solstice at Beaver Meadow 
– Join naturalist Mark Carra for an evening of good 
conversation, a few homemade “Solstice snacks” and a warm 
campfire to celebrate the arrival of summer. Family fun for 
all ages. Pre-registration required. $7.

22 Sat 10am-1pm Whirlpool Walk – Come on this 
challenging hike down into the Niagara Gorge to experience 
the beauty and power of the mighty Niagara. Bring 
good hiking shoes, food and something to stay hydrated 
with. Meet at the Whirlpool State Park parking lot. Pre-
registration is required. Donations gratefully accepted. 

23 Sun  1:30-3:30pm  Seneca Traditional Uses of 
Medicinal and Edible Plants – Join Marvin “Marty” 
Jacobs on a journey into the Seneca world of respect and 
understanding for the plants that grow around us. Marty’s 
gentle style and passionate love for learning about our leafy 
and fruity brothers and sisters will inspire you. He will give 
a brief indoor introduction and take you out and around 
Beaver Meadow to get up close and personal with nature. 
Pre-registration is required. $7.

29 Sat 10am-12pm Walk at Knox Farm State Park – 
“Waterfall Hike” - Take a vigorous hike to the little known 
waterfall flowing into Cazenovia Creek and briefly explore 
the upper creek bed at Knox Farm. Donations gratefully 
accepted.

29 Sat 1-3pm  International Mud Day! – Mud, mud, glorious 
mud! Join us at Beaver Meadow to play with and in the 
mud! Dress for the weather and plan to get muddy! Pre-
registration required. $5 Non-members; $3 Members.

Follow us on Facebook  
@BuffaloAudubonSociety & 
Instagram @buffaloaudubon
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Save The Date! 
Beaver Meadow’s

Wild Summer
Saturday, August 3, 2019 

11:00 am—4:00 pm
Visitors will explore Beaver Meadow through playing 
in nature!  Children and families can create their own 

adventure and enjoy a hands-on day in the woods  
with fun-filled activities.  A giant mud play zone will 

again be the focus point for the event. See our  
July/August Outlook for more information.

Tom Kerr

Travel to South Texas  
with the Buffalo  

Audubon Society!
By Tom Kerr

This November, Buffalo Audubon will be leading a special trip to 
the lower Rio Grande Valley and the Gulf Coast of Texas.   With 
many species that cannot be found anywhere else in the United 
States, south Texas is one of the biggest birding destinations in the 
world.  

After flying into Corpus Christi, we will travel by van to McAllen, 
TX, a small town near the Mexican Border.  The unique habitat 
of the lower Rio Grande Valley is home to Green Jays, Plain 
Chachalacas, Altamira Orioles, Crested Caracaras, Common 
Pauraques, and dozens of other species that attract birders from 
all over the world.  We will spend three and a half days birding 
between Brownsville and McAllen, visiting parks and preserves 
such as Quinta Mazatlan, Estero Llano Grande, Sabal Palm 
Preserve, and the world-famous Brownsville Landfill.  

After our time along the border, we will travel back to the Gulf 
Coast to visit Aransas National Wildlife Refuge.  Aransas is 
the winter home to almost the entire population of Whooping 

Cranes.  Whooping Cranes 
are critically endangered, 
but their population has 
increased to over 500 in 
the past few years.  After 
four and a half days of 
nearly non-stop birding, 
we will return to the 
Corpus Christi airport and 
fly home to Buffalo with 
checklists and memory 
cards full of new birds.

These areas in Texas have been in the 
news almost daily for the past three 
years.  The Gulf Coast of Texas was 
devastated by Hurricane Harvey in 
2017. Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
and the surrounding areas are still 
recovering from that damage, but it is 
still critical habitat for the Whooping 
Cranes.  As for the lower Rio Grande 
Valley, unfortunately, a day does not 
pass without talk of President Trump’s 
proposed border wall.  Land has already been cleared for the wall’s 
construction in the National Wildlife Preserves along the border, 
and the fate of some of the preserves along the border is still up in 
the air.  The lower Rio Grande Valley will be significantly impacted 
by any wall construction, and we are prepared to change the 
itinerary of this trip should any of the parks become inaccessible.  

With the looming threat 
of this border wall, many 
people are asking what 
they can do to help.  
One of the best ways to 
support the habitat and 
the birds that live in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley 
is to visit that area, pump 
some money into the 
local economy, and let 
everyone there know 
you are spending that money because of the unique birds they 
share their community with.  Money is a language that everyone 
understands, and most of the people who live in these communities 
are familiar with the impact birding and eco-tourism have on their 
economy.  

Anyone interested in this trip can email tkerr.buffaloaudubon@
gmail.com for more details.  This is sure to be a fantastic trip with 
people who really love birds and spending time in nature!
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Help us save precious resources 
- sign up to receive the Outlook 

electronically!

Audubon Outlook

BEAVER MEADOW AUDUBON CENTER 
Open Year-round 

- Hours - 
Tuesday - Saturday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday 1 PM - 5 PM 
Closed on Mondays and Major Holidays 

Trails are always open

Buffalo Audubon Preserves 
Open Year-round 

Dawn to Dusk, Open to the Public

Keep The Wild In You!
Beaver Meadow’s

Wild Summer
Saturday, August 3rd


