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“And the sun took a step 
back, the leaves lulled 
themselves to sleep and 
autumn was awakened” 

~ Raquel Franco
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Our Sincere Thanks To Our Recent Donors 
Legacy Society Members: 
Anonymous (4), Mary Canfield, Barbara Delenkitis, Judith Hoffman, Dorothy Rapp, Susan and Allen Ott, 
Sr., Amy Choboy and Pamela Rossotto, Dr. Scott W. Phillips and Ms. Mary C. Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Stevenson, Annette & Richard Komroy.

The Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have made a bequest or other estate plan to benefit the 
Buffalo Audubon Society, and who have let us know of their intent.  We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to these individuals for the wonderful commitment they have made to the long-term success of 
the Buffalo Audubon Society.  

If you have made such a gift and would like to be recognized in this and other listings, or if you  
would like information about how to make such a gift, please contact us at (585) 457-3228  
or info@buffaloaudubon.org.

DONORS: 

1610 Welch Road 
North Java, NY 14113

Ph 585.457-3228
Fax 585.457-1378

E-mail: info@buffaloaudubon.org
www.buffaloaudubon.org
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The Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) can be 
found in abundance here on the pond at Beaver 
Meadow in the fall.  The various loud honks, 
barks and cackles that they make are familiar 
sounds as you walk the trails.  They are often 
seen in flight moving in pairs or flocks; flocks 
often assume a V formation. Canada Geese tend 
to be smaller as you move northward; plumage 
tends to be darker as you move westward.  They 
mate for life with very low “divorce rates,” and 
pairs remain together throughout the year.  
Be sure to visit us this fall, not only to see our 
beautiful fall foliage, but to see the many geese 
we have on the Beaver Pond.
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Jeff Beich

President’s  
Message

I am very pleased to announce that at our May meeting; the Board 
of Directors unanimously approved our 2019-2021 Strategic 
Plan. A summary of this plan is included in this issue. The plan 
provides a roadmap for our activities over the next 3 years. It is 
the culmination of a multitude of activities including analyzing 
our internal operations and the environment in which we operate, 
obtaining feedback from our members and stakeholders, and 
assessing relevant trends and ideas in our field.

Why a new plan now? Perhaps most obvious, our prior plan 
“expired” in 2017. Since the development of that plan in 2015, 
there have been many changes in our operating environment. 

We also have a new Executive Director whom the Board selected 
based on her experience, competence and particularly, her vision 
for the future of the organization. While it is important to respect 
tradition, it is important not to fall into the trap of simply doing 
things “because that is the way we have always done them.” 
Periodically we need to step back and take a critical look at what 
we are doing and why and altering our course as needed.

For the last several years we have been using our endowment to 
subsidize our operations. Quite simply our expenses have exceeded 
our revenues from membership fees, program fees, grants and 
fundraising.   We are blessed with a generous endowment, but it 
is not an endless well. Business as usual is not a viable option. It is 
critical that we be proactive in evaluating our programs/operations, 
looking for new sources of revenue and opportunities for reducing 
expenses. Change is exciting, challenging, sometimes scary, and 
inevitable. A strategic plan provides us with a navigational aid to 
survive and thrive in a changing world. Now the hard part begins, 
namely, implementation of the plan.

Enjoy the fall! 

Jeff Beich

Director’s 
Message

Melissa Fratello

Buffalo Audubon Friends,

Over the last year, Buffalo Audubon staff and board have taken a 
great deal of time to look inward as we embark on a new chapter. 
Strategic planning exercises can often be daunting, and sometimes, 
the result is lackluster – a set of fluffy, unmeasurable goals that 
become a dusty document on a shelf. I am so pleased to say that 
in our case, the result is quite the opposite. Our process involved 
rich and productive discussions with peers, stakeholders, and 
leadership that have led to a clear, detailed course of action for the 
next three years. We may migrate off path here and there, but this 
is a flexible document that allows for change. Our five strategic 
themes involve tying together our regional work with the legacy 
of Beaver Meadow, and capitalizing on our location within the 
Atlantic Flyway; bringing purpose to our preserves for public use 
and/or habitat and creating sustainable land management plans 
with a focus on bird conservation; creating a culture of equity, 
diversity, and inclusion throughout the organization; ensuring 
that we have a capable board, staff, and volunteer base to carry 
out our goals; and enhancing our overall visibility and impact 
awareness throughout the region and throughout the National 
Audubon network. 

Perhaps the most exciting part of this process for me was the 
adoption of a new mission statement that brings clear purpose and 
identity to Buffalo Audubon. “Buffalo Audubon Society leads 

and inspires Western New Yorkers to connect with and protect 
the natural world through bird-focused activities, advocacy, 
and habitat restoration.”  While we will continue to build on our 
foundation of environmental education, we are unique in WNY 
as the only bird-focused conservation and education organization 
with a wide variety of public programs and habitat improvement 
efforts.  Birds are everywhere – there is as much species diversity 
in our cities as in our rural areas, and that offers us an opportunity 
to connect people to nature in every corner of the region. 

If you’re interested in learning more, please see the “About Us” 
page of our website for a downloadable copy of the plan. Better 
yet, fly on this path along with us and volunteer for a committee, 
event, or community science opportunity!

For the Birds,

Melissa

www.buffaloaudubon.org

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
CONCERNING EVERYONE!

With the release of this issue, we are excited 
to announce that we are in the process of 
developing a new all-digital delivery of our 
Audubon Newsletter, The Outlook.  The nature 
of the articles and the quality of our work will 
not change; it will simply be timelier, more 
interactive and in a format that encourages 
sharing with friends, family, and fellow birders.
In order to ensure you will receive an electronic 
issue of The Outlook starting in January 2020, 
you must register at our Buffalo Audubon 
website located at: www.buffaloaudubon.org
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Mark Carra

Audubon  
for Everyone  

The National Audubon Convention  
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Both our Director of Education, Lauren Makeyenko, and Executive 
Director, Melissa Fratello, participated in the bi-annual National 
Audubon Convention, and it was a whirlwind in Wisconsin! 
The opportunity to connect with people from across the nation 
doing creative and inspiring work in education, advocacy, and 
conservation was invaluable to us in our time of growth. The 
efforts across the network to engage all people of all backgrounds 
in birding and conservation are truly astounding. Audubon Great 
Lakes alone is doing extensive marsh restoration work throughout 
the watershed, while engaging historically underserved and 
extremely diverse populations in Detroit and Chicago in urban 
birding and nature activities through their Wild Indigo program. 

Melissa had the honor of co-leading several sessions at the convention, 
including the introduction of a Model Plan for Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion for Audubon Chapters. The discussions that came out of 
that session were honest and sometimes difficult – addressing our 
challenges and failures in this work by providing solutions and 
becoming more equipped to engage people meaningfully through 
deep, mutually beneficial relationships. Lauren came back inspired 
by the possibility of creating Audubon Campus Chapters in colleges 
and universities, engaging college students in Audubon initiatives 
and creating a pipeline for Buffalo Audubon to tap into the energy and 
vision of a new generation of birders. Winona LaDuke, the keynote 
speaker, gave us a sobering message about our energy consumption 
behaviors, but infused it with hope and realistic solutions that can 
heal our relationship with the earth and with populations exploited 
by industry over generations. 

The real highlight of the convention? Fried cheese curds! There is 
also a nasty rumor spreading that Melissa and Lauren took part in 
an Audubon takeover of a local karaoke bar…

A Naturalist View

The Great  
Nature Escape

By Mark Carra

We tend to put a value on every aspect of 
our lives. It’s as though we have an inherent 
need to somehow justify each and every 
decision, and as a consequence, justify 
our actions. Social media has ushered 
this society into an era of self-absorption 
and relentless sharing. On the surface, 
it would seem that we’ve accomplished 
these goals, however, these new forms 
of communication may be creating 
unintentional gaps of misunderstanding between friends and 
family and distorted our view of what is truly important in life. 
Nature may be the key to recapturing our very sanity.

How do we get back to the garden, so to speak? The garden 
that is nature can be a valuable tool in our search for peace and 
enlightenment. A walk in the wild places near us, no matter how 
small the space may be, can have a calming effect that’s deeper and 
more rewarding than any handheld device can supply. Electronics 
will emit sounds, pop-up pictures and involve a person but how 
deep is the satisfaction really?

While you walk in the woods the sounds of nature surround you 
with their evolving melodies and melt away the tensions of your 
busy life. Each scene you encounter is constantly transformed by 
your ever-changing perspective and its effect on the light as you 
move. Colors are three-dimensional and your movement saturates 
or dilutes as if you’re floating through a watercolor scene. Coming 
upon a pond on a windless day you are invited into the lovely 
depth of its reflective surface. There is no barrier to stop your 
imagination from diving into this boundless space beneath the 
watery world. 

How the sight of the trees swaying against a cloudless sky can 
hypnotize the most hardened soul into believing that no stresses 
exist or ever have existed. Closing your eyes, you can hear the 
sound of a brook meandering its way down to the valley below 
soothing all the destructive thoughts that you’ve been grappling 
with all day long. The fertile smell of wood decay fills the air with a 
mild odor that transports you to so many forgotten places buried 
in your subconscious mind. 

Every negative of your existence has been supplanted with the 
best memories your tired and battered brain has pushed under 
the surface as part of a survival technique. Can you get back to 
the garden? The answer is a resounding “Yes!” All you will need to 
accomplish your own “Great Nature Escape” is a natural place you 
can walk to and a clear and open mind. There is no way that your 
heart will ever find the depth of solace you will gain from a simple 
stroll in any corner of your own personal wilderness.       
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Summer is always a busy time at Buffalo 
Audubon! I attended the Audubon 
Convention in Milwaukee, WI and am 
excited to start making connections with 
college students in WNY! We’ve had some 

great groups visit Beaver Meadow for programs as well as summer 
camp and holding our annual Wild Summer event! Check out our 
upcoming calendar for some new programs we are unveiling as 
well including the Buffalo Chapter of the Feminist Bird Club!
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Education and Event Highlights
– From the desk of Lauren Makeyenko

Summer Camp Wrap-up!
We had a full five weeks of camp this summer and each day 
was filled with a different theme. New this year was our Avian 
Expeditioners camp. Each camper received their own pair of 
Vortex binoculars and started their very own e-bird accounts to 
keep track of their sightings. Very exciting, indeed. Campers went 
canoeing, investigated trees, birds, ponds, insects and a lot of our 
trails! Even the youngest campers went on some three-mile hikes 
through the woods. 

Beaver Meadow’s Wild Summer
We held our 4th annual Wild Summer event on Saturday, August 
3rd. The weather was perfect and of course the mud pit was a 
great success. We are so grateful to the North Java Fire Company 
for helping us make the mud a reality! Our awesome caretaker, 
Lynn Feist was able to rig a warm shower for cleanup, making 
the experience so much more comfortable for the little ones to 
clean up after a mud bath. Canoeing, turtle races, nature play, fairy 
houses, nature tapestries and more rounded out the event. If you 
attended, thank you for your support! We’d love to hear what you 
thought of the event.

Nature Play Update
If you have visited Beaver Meadow lately, you’ve probably noticed 
some changes near the picnic shelter. Our Nature Play zone is 
taking shape with the addition of a willow tunnel (still growing), 
a stump balance circuit, boulder scramble, a nature amadinda 
instrument (in memory of Nancy Vargo), a pallet tunnel, web 
swing and more! We will be holding a grand opening ceremony 
this Fall. Keep an eye on our facebook page for more information. 
@BuffaloAudubonSociety



Check out Buffalo Audubon Society Events Online

6 www.buffaloaudubon.org

The Enchanted Forest is our largest festival and we need your 
help to make it a great success.  If you can assist us with any of 
the following, please call us at 585-457-3228 or email info@
buffaloadubuon.org.  You don’t have to be here all three nights, 
just let us know which nights you are available.

Volunteering:
We are looking for volunteers 12 years and older to be fireflies.  
Fireflies are the guides that lead the tours.  So if you have a Girl or 
Boy Scout group or community group that would be interested, 
give us a call.  We are also in need of pumpkin carvers (Friday 
morning), parking attendants, and game attendants.  If you have 
been a volunteer in the past and plan on attending again this year, 
it is important that you call or email us to let us know.  

Casting Call!  
If you are interested in portraying a character for Enchanted 
Forest, please come to our audition on Saturday, September 14 
from 11am to 1pm.  If you are interested in being a character and 
are unable to attend, please let us know.

Visit The BAS Gift Shop!  
At Beaver Meadow

It’s time to get your birds ready for winter!

Fall Bird Feeder Sale 
20% OFF Wild Bird Feeders 

During the month of October
Don’t forget our Fall Bird Seed Sale 

Order your seed now!

Theme Basket Donations:  
We are looking for exciting and interesting theme baskets to raffle 
off during our Enchanted Forest.  This has become such a great 
fundraiser for us, and we can’t do it without your help.  Your 
basket should contain new items and be attractively wrapped in 
cellophane.  You can use an actual basket, or any unique container 
(i.e. watering can, flowerpot, bucket or pail).  Some theme ideas 
are coffee/tea, lottery, kids’ crafts, car wash, holiday - use your 
imagination or choose a favorite hobby!  You can also donate a 
gift card or certificate to your favorite store or restaurant. Baskets 
should be dropped off at the Center by October 9th.  Once again, 
your support is greatly appreciated.

Your Help is Needed for 
Enchanted Forest
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Enchanted Forest

NEW THIS YEAR!
Registration is being done online at: 
www.buffaloaudubon.org

Select the number of people in your group, the date 
and then the time slot you wish to be in.

Confirmations will be automatically emailed to you.

No tickets will be sold at the door.

Friday – Sunday 
October 11 – 12 – 13, 2019
Tours begin at 6:00pm and run every  

8 minutes until 8:48 pm.
$10.00 per person/ 3 and under free

Imagine a nighttime walk along trails lined with 
glowing jack-o-lanterns, where forest animals 
magically become human-sized and tell you about 
their life in the woods.  This special event is an 
evening visit with nocturnal creatures that call Beaver 
Meadow their home.  This family-friendly program is 
a unique, fun, engaging event that you’ll remember 
for a lifetime.

Cider and a snack after the event round out the 
evening.
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Come have fun with us!
Visit Beaver Meadow!

Our flagship preserve and headquarters offers something  
for everyone! A nature play area for kids of all ages (and  

adults that like to act like kids), a variety of hiking trails, and 
several areas to just sit, relax, and BE in a peaceful setting. 

Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!

For directions, visit:  www.buffaloaudubon.org
When you visit please leave your pets at home.  Enjoy a hike 

but stay on the trails.  Walk, don’t run.  Please don’t take 
anything home that you didn’t come with.  Most importantly, 

have fun!  Thanks for visiting us at Beaver Meadow.

Volunteer with Us
Every Wednesday is volunteer day at Beaver Meadow!   
Join us from 9-2 for coffee and donuts and then help 
maintain the trails, work in the office or take on the  

“project of the day.”  There’s no need to register, but bring a 
lunch.  Everyone is welcome – even first timers!   

Call the center if you have any questions.

Volunteers make all that we do at Buffalo Audubon and 
Beaver Meadow possible!  Thanks to all those who give  

so generously of their time and talents.

All programs require pre-registration.  To register, call (585) 457-3228.  

Follow us on Facebook  
@BuffaloAudubonSociety & 
Instagram @buffaloaudubon
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September
6 Fri  7-8:30pm  Feminist Bird Club Meet and Greet – A 

fun, no pressure bird-watching club for feminists of all gender 
identities and skill levels. Join us at the Massachusetts Avenue 
Project Farm House for an open space meet up of the Buffalo 
Chapter! This meeting is to allow for interested parties to 
express what they’d like the group to be. A brief introduction 
to the Feminist Bird Club and local bird species will also take 
place. Pre-registration is required. FREE.

7 Sat  8:30-10am  Feminist Bird Club Walk at Buckhorn 
Island State Park - A fun, no pressure bird-watching club 
for feminists of all gender identities and skill levels. Come 
bird watch with us! A leisurely bird watching trip including 
a discussion focusing on fall migrants. Meet at Woods Creek 
Canoe Launch on East-West Park Rd., Grand Island. Pre-
registration is required. FREE.

7 Sat  10am-12pm – LaSalle Park Birding – Join us at LaSalle 
Park as we search for Shorebirds and other fall migrants along 
the Buffalo Waterfront. Binoculars and a Spotting Scope will 
be provided. Pre-registration is required. Meet at Porter 
Avenue Entrance. Donations gratefully accepted.

 7 Sat  2-4pm  Landscape Solutions with Native Plants - 
All gardens have issues that make landscaping challenging. 
Either it’s clay soil, too much sun, too little sun, low spots that 
are seasonally flooded or exceptionally dry soil. Native plants 
are uniquely suited to western New York’s climate and growing 
conditions. Landscaping with native plants, trees or bushes 
can help you solve problems and provide an opportunity to 
solve these issues and help the local environment. Join Buffalo 
Audubon volunteer, Kathy Contrino to discover solutions 
together! Pre-registration is required. $7.

7 Sat  7:30pm  Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 
Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain or shine. Visitors are 
invited to bring their own equipment for viewing. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

14 Sat  8-10am  Birder Boot Camp: Braddock Bay Bird 
Observatory - See Birds up close, and learn all about Bird 
Banding and the research done at the Braddock Bay Bird 
Observatory. Pre-registration is required! Directions will be 
provided upon registration. $7.

14 Sat  11am-1pm  Enchanted Forest Casting Call! - If you 
are interested in portraying a character for Enchanted Forest 
please come to our audition at Beaver Meadow.  For more 
information or if you are interested in helping out but unable 
to attend the meeting please call (585) 457-3228 or e-mail us 
at info@buffaloaudubon.org.  

14  Sat 8-10pm  Moon Walk – Join Naturalist Mark Carra for a 
hike on the Full Harvest Moon with a campfire, stories and a 
sweet treat. This is a gathering that everyone is welcome. Pre-
registration is required. $7.

17 Tues  10-11:15am  Toddler Time – Pond Critters – Bring 
your little one(s) to Beaver Meadow to learn all about the 
teeny tiny critters that live in our ponds. We’ll explore up 
close with small pond nets and magnifiers. A fun craft and 
snack will also be part of the fun! Pre-registration is required. 
Ages 2-4. $3.

19 Thurs  6-7pm  Let’s Go Birding Together: Times Beach 
- Let’s Go Birding Together walks are for everyone who loves 
birds and the outdoors. We welcome those who identify as 
LGBTQIA++, allies, families, and anyone who wants to enjoy 
an outdoor experience that is inclusive. Binoculars will be 
provided. Pre-registration is required. Meet at entrance to 
Times Beach Nature Preserve on Coast Guard Station Road 
in Buffalo, NY. Donations gratefully accepted.

21 Sat  10am-4pm  19th Annual Fall Festival at Reinstein 
Woods – Join us at the Buffalo Audubon table. For more 
information about this event, visit www.reinsteinwoods.org
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22 Sun  1:30-3:30pm  Seneca Uses of Forest Trees – Join 
Marvin “Marty” Jacobs to explore the many traditional 
Seneca Nation uses of the trees of the forest. Spend a few 
hours at the Beaver Meadow arboretum learning about our 
native trees and see how parts of them were used to create 
utilitarian objects. You will gain a better understanding of 
Native American reverence for nature’s bounty and hopefully 
come away with a newfound respect for the forests of Western 
New York. Pre-registration is required. $7.

28 Sat  10am-1pm  Birding Buckhorn Island State Park - 
Join us for a birding walk in search of Fall Migrants and learn 
about the ongoing habitat restoration project at Buckhorn 
Island! Pre-registration is required. Meet at Woods Creek 
Kayak Launch lot. Donations are gratefully accepted.  

October
5 Sat  10am-12pm  Birding at the DL&W Trail - Join the 

Buffalo Audubon Society in partnership with The Western 
New York Land Conservancy and the Blue Fund for a 
birdwatching hike at the new DL&W trail. Meet at Red Jacket 
Park. Pre-registration is required. FREE.

5 Sat  7pm Observatory at Beaver Meadow – The 
Buffalo Astronomical Association will show visitors the 
illuminated night sky. Open rain 
or shine. Visitors are invited to 
bring their own equipment for 
viewing. Donations gratefully 
accepted.

11,12,13 Enchanted Forest – 
Enjoy an evening walk through 
our magical woods to meet the 
animals (portrayed by costumed 
interpreters) that call Beaver 
Meadow their home. Fun for 
the whole family, the Enchanted 
Forest is an experience you will 
remember for a lifetime! Lots to 
do and explore! Pre-registration 
and payment is required. Tours 
begin at 6pm and run every 8 
minutes until 8:48pm. Visit our 
website at www.buffaloaudubon.
org to register.  $10.

15 Tues  10-11am  Toddler Time: 
Busy Beavers – Beavers are very 
busy storing food in the fall. Join 
us in an outdoor investigation to 
look for clues that beavers have 
been busy! We’ll take a short 
walk, make a fun craft and eat a 
yummy snack! Pre-registration is 
required. Ages 2-4. $3.

19 Sat  10am-1:30pm  Zoar Valley 
Autumn Hike – Come for a walk 
with Naturalist Mark Carra into 
this Western New York natural 
wonder to marvel at the colorful 

changes of autumn. Meet at Springville Tops at 10 am to carpool 
then hike until 2pm. Bring a bag lunch to eat at the convergence 
of the creeks. Space is limited and pre-registration is required. 
Donations are gratefully accepted.

19 Sat  7-9pm  Birder Boot Camp: Beaver Meadow Owl 
Prowl – Take a nocturnal hike in search of Screech-owls 
and Barred Owls that make their home at Beaver Meadow 
Audubon Center. Pre-registration is required. $7. Ages 8+.

24 Thurs  6-8pm  Birds and Brews: Crows and Ravens -  
Details to be announced. Check our Facebook page at  
@BuffaloAudubonSociety for more information.

26 Sat  1-3pm Trick or Treat Adventure Hike – Come to 
celebrate Halloween dressed up in full costume. Bring your 
little ones (although anyone of any age can participate.) We’ll 
search out fun places at Beaver Meadow and collect treats as 
we go and end up at the nature center for cider and donuts. 
Come for a fun time! Pre-registration is required. $7.

26 Sat  7-9pm  North Tonawanda Owl Prowl - Join 
Naturalist Tom Kerr for a nocturnal hike through the 
Klydell Wetlands in search of Eastern Screech-owls. 
Waterproof footwear is needed. Space is limited and 
pre-registration is required. Meet at the intersection of 
Raymond Ave and Birch St. $7. Ages 8+.
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Follow Us On Social Media

@BuffaloAudubonSociety

@buffaloaudubon

@BuffaloAudubon

www.buffaloaudubon.org
Use the hashtag #buffaloaudubon  

when you post pics!

Tom Kerr

Ridge Lea Ponds
By Tom Kerr

Shorebirds can be really tough to find 
in Western New York.  Most of them 
only pass through during migration in 
early spring and late summer, and there 
is not a lot of habitat for them when 
they do decide to stop here.   Migrating 
shorebirds are usually looking for 
shallow ponds or mudflats, and unfortunately around here, many 
of those ponds are too deep, too dry, or overgrown with vegetation.

Fortunately for the Western New York Birding Community, the 
perfect pond for migrating shorebirds exists, except that it is not in 
any place you’d expect.  In the town of Amherst, just off of Niagara 
Falls Boulevard, there are two small ponds sandwiched between a 
huge shopping plaza, the I-290, and an office park.  The two man-
made ponds are bordered by Ridge Lea Road and Bailey Avenue, 
and have become known to birders as the “Ridge Lea Retention 
Ponds.”  Both ponds fill with rainwater that drains from the nearby 
parking lots.  They aren’t particularly pretty, and are loaded with 
litter and invasive species, such as carp and phragmites.  The 
one factor that makes these ponds desirable to shorebirds is 
that the water level changes drastically from day to day, keeping 
the mudflats wet, full of insects and invertebrates, and free of 
vegetation.  There isn’t another habitat like this one for miles, so 
any shorebird migrating through is going to stop for a break.  

The Ridge Lea Retention Ponds were visited regularly by a handful 
of birders since 2014 but started to get a lot more attention from 
the birding community at the end of the summer of 2018, when 
Pectoral and White-rumped Sandpipers were reported to eBird.  If 
you are unfamiliar with eBird, it is a community science database 
of bird sightings.  Users can add their sightings as well as search 
through other users’ sightings, and even sign up for email alerts 
whenever an unusual bird has been spotted in their area.  The 
Ridge Lea Retention Ponds were added as an eBird Hotspot in 
August of 2018.  Since then, 11 species of Shorebirds have been 
reported as well as four species of Herons.  

 

Herons at Ridge Lea Ponds
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• Semipalmated Plover
• Killdeer
• Dunlin
• Least Sandpiper
• White-rumped Sandpiper
• Pectoral Sandpiper

• Semipalmated Sandpiper
• Spotted Sandpiper
• Solitary Sandpiper
• Greater Yellowlegs
• Lesser Yellowlegs 
 

• Great Blue Heron
• Great Egret

• Green Heron
• Black-crowned Night-Heron

None of the birds that have been reported at the Ridge Lea 
Retention ponds are particularly rare, but since the ponds are so 
small it gives birders a chance to see them closer than normal.  
Much of the suitable habitat for shorebirds in Western New York 
is vast and inaccessible, so seeing so many different species up 
close is a treat.  Shorebirds can be very hard to distinguish from 
one another, and distance doesn’t make it any easier.   These 
ponds would be easily overlooked, but you never know where 
birds will turn up!

Shorebirds at Ridge Lea Ponds
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Help us save precious resources 
- sign up to receive the Outlook 

electronically!

Audubon Outlook

BEAVER MEADOW AUDUBON CENTER 
Open Year-round 

- Hours - 
Tuesday - Saturday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday 1 PM - 5 PM 
Closed on Mondays and Major Holidays 

Trails are always open

Buffalo Audubon Preserves 
Open Year-round 

Dawn to Dusk, Open to the Public

See Page 11 For

Fall Bird Seed Sale

Order form


