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hope; noun 1. a feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing to

happen:

The start of a new year generates feelings of optimism, renewal, and, 

most importantly, hope. Western New York and the city of Buffalo have 

faced extreme challenges this winter, for some, forever impacted lives. 

We have seen communities join hands and help those struggling, 

neighbors helping neighbors, and others opening their homes to people 

in need. With all that in mind, we hold optimism and hope for the future 

of W.N.Y. Our commitment to preserving the land, protecting wildlife, 

and educating the public remains our future focus. 

As we re-imagine our future, we are committed to preserving this land 

for all to enjoy. For some, Beaver Meadow Audubon Center is a place to 

develop a relationship with the natural world or make lasting memories 

with those close to them. For others, it is a place to gain a renewed 

perspective, get active, and be a part of something greater. 

For us, this is a time of great opportunity and hope. It comes with great 

honor and privilege that I lead this organization into the future. From the 

sight of a perched cooper's hawk to the bald eagles that soar above, 

hope and beauty surround Beaver Meadow. With a sense of integrity and 

passion, we remain deeply committed to preserving and protecting this 

land for generations to come. 
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Buffalo Audubon Society 

Beaver Meadow
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Nature Center Hours 

Tuesday through Saturday 

  10 am to 4 pm

 Trails and Grounds  are 
Open Dawn to Dusk 

    Year Round       

1610 Welch Road
 

North Java NY 14113
 

Phone: 585-457-3228
 
 

Contact us 

info@buffaloaudubon.org

joe@buffaloaudubon.org 

                 Our Mission
Buffalo Audubon leads and 
inspires Western New Yorkers 
to connect with and protect
the natural world through 
bird-focused activities, 
advocacy, and habitat 
restoration.



Winter in Western New York 
Joseph Dean

If you live in Western New York, you 
are no stranger to seasonality. As 
the weather changes, our ability to 
stay prepared becomes more of a 
matter of survival than comfort. 
Those who enjoy what each season 
brings must also consider the 
balance between what is beautiful 
and what can be harsh. 

As many of us have experienced, 
the start of winter is a time of 
perseverance, resilience, and 
compassion. We embrace and 
embody the strength of what it 
truly means to be part of a 
community. We look out for each 
other and care for one another; we 
are one family. 

 WNY Winter Hiking Challenge                

Western New York Winter Hiking Challenge
Mike Radomski 

Outside Chronicles is a local guide service in W.N.Y. and is at the 
forefront of winter safety and comfort. "With the winter weather 
here in W.N.Y, you must be prepared," says Outside Chronicles 
founder and Chief Adventure Officer Mike Radomski. Mike has 
been educating the public on safe hiking practices, wilderness 
first aid, and understanding the power and beauty of the natural 
world. "Our goal is to see you outside and to inspire you to 
adventure every day by providing the tools, resources, and 
motivation to find your life's summit." 

Mike has a series of hiking challenges that have people in W.N.Y 
out and about in all seasons. "The goal is to keep people outside, 
hiking and staying active." Each challenge is a collection of 
public nature spaces with prepared routes. If you visit Beaver 
Meadow this winter, check out the hiking route! For more 
information visit Mike's website at www.outsidechronicles.com



Remembering a Legacy                                            

Dr. Gerry Rising
Writer - Naturalist - Professor- Birder

Buffalo Audubon was saddened to hear 
of the passing of our friend, Gerry Rising, 
in December. Gerry was a longtime 
Audubon board member and supporter 
of our mission and vision. Gerry enjoyed 
sharing his knowledge with our 
community through his well-known 
column for the Buffalo News. 

He loved "everything that had to do 
with nature" and especially enjoyed 
encouraging his kids, grandchildren, 
and friends to do the same, said his 
daughter, Susan Kelch. "Birds were his 
focus, but he was fascinated by 
anything to do with the outdoors," Kelch 
said. "He climbed mountains, camped in 
the Adirondacks, took long hikes along 
all the Great Lakes, and skied until he 
was 80."

Gerry was a loyal friend and mentor to 
the Western New York birding 
community and an advocate for birds 
and the natural world.  He will be 
missed by many.
        
            Our thoughts are with
             his family and friends



Join us on an adventure as we explore the basic 

skills of wilderness survival. We will use practical 

skills to make fire, find food and create shelter. 

Breathe in some fresh air, learn new skills and 

become a beginner survivalist. 

If you want to get outdoors with Buffalo Audubon's

naturalists this winter, consider booking a custom

class! We are introducing new programs for private

groups of up to 15 people. Each program is guided by

expert naturalists and is $20 per person. Admission

includes the guided program, equipment rentals,

and hot cocoa afterward! We ask that there be a

minimum of 6 participants in your group.

For more information or to schedule your program,

please call  585-457-3228.

You will enjoy a guided snowshoe hike through Beaver 

Meadow's trails (There must be at least 5” of snow on 

the ground). Snowshoes will be provided. No 

experience is necessary. Snowshoes are fit by weight. 

and we have shoes to fit children and adults. 

 A super fun way to bond with your family, enjoy the 

outdoors, and get in some cardio!

What do the animals at Beaver Meadow do in the 

winter? Do they hibernate? Are they active? What do 

they eat? Learn from experts in the field of biology as 

we discuss how wildlife manages to survive in winter.

From hibernation to winter wildlife patterns, we will 

hike in search of clues about our furry and feathered 

friends. 

Take a nocturnal hike in search of the Barred Owls 

and Screech Owls that make their homes at Beaver 

Meadow. Listen to actual live owl calls, catch them 

in flight and meet Zelda, our non-releasable 

Screech-owl ambassador. Expect to learn about 

these fascinating creatures of the night.  

We have workshops for every level, beginner, 

intermediate, and expert. Learn everything you need to 

know to get started in the birding world, from 

Binoculars to eBird, and take that into the field to start 

finding birds. Winter is one of the best times of the 

year to start birding! Binoculars will be provided.

Snowshoe Hike 

Wilderness Survival

Owl Prowl Tour

Habitat Hikes

Birding Workshops

New! Custom Winter Programs



Sunday, February 5th (1-3:30 p)
Mindfulness Hike & Yoga
Certified Yoga Instructor Debbie Smith 

Join certified Yoga instructor Debbie Smith for a 
leisurely hike, gentle yoga, and calming meditation. 
Bring a blanket or yoga mat and a journal. 

Registered for this class, and want more? 
Reach out to Debbie at 585-457-4210 for more 
information on her monthly hike and yoga session 
on the first Sunday of each month!
Registration- $20 per ticket 

Saturday, February 11th (1-4 p)
Superb Owl Saturday 

Saturday, February 25th (10 a - 12 p)
Great Backyard Bird Count
Beginner Birding

Wednesday, February 1st - Tuesday, February 28th 
Hike to Hearts Challenge 

Learn everything you need to know to participate 
in the Great Backyard Bird Count! We’ll show you 
how to complete an eBird checklist and talk about 
the history and importance of this annual 
community science event. We will hit the trails 
with Naturalist, Tom Kerr, to search for the sights 
and sounds of the birds of Beaver Meadow!

Are you ready for a challenge? February is Heart 
Health month, and we invite you to get active, 
explore our trails, and search for suncatcher hearts 
to win prizes! Everyone who registers will be 
entered into a drawing to win a one-night stay at 
our cozy cabin! 

Register as an individual or as a team of 2-4 people. 
Pre-registration is required.
 
$10 Individual Ticket 
$30 Team Ticket (2-4 players)

Join us for Superb Owl VII! We'll be hosting an 
afternoon of activities, including live animal 
presentations and celebrating everything 
about our favorite Owls! Pre-registration is 
required.

Owl Pellet Dissection with Breton: 1 - 2 p

Owls of WNY with Tom: 2 - 3 p

Live Owls with Messenger Woods: 3 - 4 p

Upcoming Programs | February



Saturday, March 4th (6 - 8 p)
Beaver Meadow Owl Prowl

Naturalist Tom Kerr will take us on a nocturnal hike 
in search of Eastern Screech-owls and Barred owls. 
Expect to learn the specific sounds of each and be 
ready to hear their distant calls! We'll meet Zelda, 
our Screech-owl ambassador, to learn how amazing 
these nocturnal raptors are!

Pre-registration is required. Ages 8 and up.
$15 General Admission, $10 BAS Members.

Upcoming Programs |  March

Saturday March 11th (1 p - 3p)
Beginner Land Navigation

Are you interested in learning basic land 
navigation techniques? Our Naturalist 
Breton Sloan will share his expertise and 
real-world knowledge on how to find your 
way. We will use GPS; compass and learn 
helpful tips for navigating in nature. 

Pre-Registration is required. 
$15 General Admission, $10 BAS Members

Saturday, March 11th (10 a - 12 p)
Strawberry Island Eagle Watch 

Do you enjoy watching bald eagles soaring
above? Join expert birder, Tom Kerr, as we 
search for magnificent bald eagles and learn 
about the importance of this ecosystem. 
Strawberry Island has quickly become a primary 
refuge and nesting ground for bald eagles. Meet 
at Sheridan Boat Launch in Aqua Lane Park in 
Tonawanda. 

Pre-registration is required. 
Donations gratefully accepted.

Date: TBD (10 a - 12 p)
First Blooms Hike

Join us for the first blooms of the year! Test your 
knowledge as we search for the first signs of 
Spring. Our naturalist, Breton Sloan, will hike us 
through Beaver Meadow, looking for snowdrops, 
budding trees, wildflowers, and birds' songs. 

Pre-registration is required. 
BAS Members $10, General Admission $15 

Upcoming Programs | March



We are making strides to improve our conservation efforts across all of our Buffalo 

Audubon Preserves. We have extensively reviewed all our properties and will 

begin a careful and calculated approach to take action. We'll focus on meadow 

management, invasive species removal, and selective logging practices. 

 Our management plan at Beaver Meadow is to remove invasive species and 

promote native vegetation. We continue to remove invasives at Beaver Meadow 

and will expand our efforts to all our Audubon properties. At Beaver Meadow, we 

have removed large amounts of honeysuckle along the meadow's edge. Our 

success in honeysuckle removal has been mainly due to our groundskeeper, Dan's 

tractor work. If you want to see our small gains, come to Beaver Meadow and walk 

along Story Book Trail. The western tree line had fifty feet of honeysuckle 

encroaching on the Meadow around the perimeter. 

Selective logging will be done at two of our Audubon properties. Selective logging 

is the process of foresters picking trees for removal. The forester adapts his tree 

selection based on the desires of the owner. We have selected trees for removal 

that are hazardous, dead, diseased, and dying. This will allow for staggering forest 

growth. Staggered forests allow a larger variety of flora and fauna to exist. More 

light will reach the forest floor, allowing native species to flourish and enhancing 

the overall health of the forest. 

We hope to continue these property improvements through monthly volunteer 

service days. Once a month, we will host a service day, where we visit one of 

Buffalo Audubon Society's properties. We will continue our efforts of invasive 

species removal, trail maintenance, signage updates, and of course, taking in the 

beauty of what surrounds us. Would you be interested in participating in the

collective efforts? Do you have any knowledge and skills to share? Please reach 

out to us at the office at 585-457-3228, or better yet, stop by Tuesday-Saturday 

between 10 am and 4 pm for a visit.

Conservation Spotlight                                             Breton Sloan

Conservation in Action 



The Buffalo Audubon Society is a one-of-a-kind organization in 

Western New York. We combine lifelong environmental education 

and conservation efforts with a strong focus on protecting birds, 

wildlife, and habitat restoration. 

Please join us as we create unique experiences and lasting memories 

for people of all ages and backgrounds; for generations to come. Gifts 

and donations fund our educational programs, conservation efforts, 

and our nature center's day-to-day operations. 

Additionally, your donations help us provide exceptional care, 

enrichment, and upkeep for our animal ambassadors. 

Donate - Give - Inspire 

Give to Buffalo Audubon- For the Birds & For the People

Join the 100 Club

Thank you to our newest 100 Club Members! 
Michael Ceccato                 Jordan Toth

Kassia Delgado                   Ashley Vranich

Donna Delvecchio             Anita Wierzba

Judith Fisher                       Rachel Wojcik

Molly Gawura

Joanne Haefner

Robert Little

Mary Martin

Ami Nikolic

Lisa Schen

Richard Stanton

Jacqueline Swift 

Charlotte Tahk

 

Become The Future - Join the 100 Club
with a membership contribution of $100 or more.   



Buffalo Audubon would like to thank all of our Wednesday Warriors. This 

dedicated volunteer group joins us every Wednesday in our efforts to 

continue fulfilling our mission. The Wednesday Warriors help with trail 

maintenance, center upkeep, and conservation projects. Our small and 

dedicated staff are grateful for the help! Last year our dedicated volunteers 

contributed over 2,170 hours. 

Buffalo Audubon would like to continue to grow our volunteer base. We 

hope that as our numbers grow, our impact will become more significant. 

We have big plans for our nature center and trail system. Future 

improvements are only made possible with the help of our volunteers. Our 

new projects include creating more trail play areas and strengthening our 

trail boardwalks.  

The Wednesday Warriors 

Volunteer Spotlight

Featured Projects

Creating new trails 

Building new bridges

Invasive species removal

Making new trail play areas

Nature center and trail maintenance

Educational support

Building platforms and boardwalks 

 Visit the website 
niagararivergreenway.com

https://www.niagararivergreenway.com/
https://www.niagararivergreenway.com/


The Buffalo Audubon Society is focusing on the future 

and continues to go green. We provide digital

membership cards to all new and renewing members. 

Your membership card is unique to you! It displays 

your name, member number, level, and expiration 

date. The flip side of our card grants you access to our 

programs and events with online registration links and 

connects you to our social media pages and website 

with just a tap of your finger! 

 Your digital card is compatible with Android or iPhone 

Wallet apps and will be emailed to you. We hope you 

enjoy the convenience of going green! 

 

Digital Membership

Going Green! 

Become a Member Today

Help us continue our mission to protect and advocate for the natural world 
by becoming a member of the Buffalo Audubon Society! 

Membership Application

Individual_______$30      Family______ $40        100 Club_____$100 +

Name_______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________________________
 





Donors
Anonymous (2)
Aurora Women's Club
Holland Garden Club
Outside Chronicles 
Red Top Foundation
United Way Buffalo/Erie
Katherine Allen
William Baber
Bruce Baird
Robin Becker
Mary Canfield 
Janice & Cocina
Suzanne Collgan
Jennifer Denning 
Lynn Denning
Nancy Derkacz
Mariely Downey 
Joan Eschner
Judith Fisher
Charles Fourtner
Dinah Gamin
Mitchell Georgic 
Jennifer Grande
Kymberly Highley
Rebecca Kelly
Barbara Kern
Erma Kerr
Tom Kerr
Helene Kershner
Community Foundation
Insider's Outside

Carol Kerwin
Bob Kremens
Hans Kunze
Robert Little
Kathryn Lyons
Bonnie Martin
Bill Michalek
Barbara Newton
Kimberly Pietro 
Karen Piotrowski
Randy & Ritz
Chris Root
Lee Sanders
Maureen Siska
Marybeth Sodini
Richard Stockton
Mary & Tiede
Frank Voelker
Kate Watson
Jonathon Willard
Albert Wright III
Brenda Young 
Carly Staebell
Julie Vacanti 
Jim & Marcia Nixon
Edward Sirianno
Janet Storm
Give Lively
Sanderson Wealth Mgmt
Women's Lawyers of WNY
Network for Good
Do over Dog Training

 

Donate to our Mission

In-Kind Gifts
Caleb Jennings

Ed Sirianno
 John Watson

Mike Radomski
Curt Booker

Diane Becker

Honor Gifts
 East Aurora Garden    
         Club honors
         Brad Felton

    Craig Chertack &  
       Ellen Sterman      
              honor
    Allison Chertack
 

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Patricia Hinkley 
Kay & Larry Ewing 
Thomas Palcic
Karen Perrigo
American Legion

In Memory of Patricia Honsberger 
Susan Mikula 
Heather, Jennifer & Lynn Denning

In Memory of Walt Witmer
David & Lisa Witmer 

In Memory of Norman Wright
 Kathryn Frank 

In Memory of Norbert Storm
Department of Veterans Affairs

In Memory of Kenneth Lefort 
Brett Hartnagel 

In Memory of Jeff Ellis
Sharon Hathaway

In Memory of Gordon Everett 
Thomas & Christian Beck

In Memory of Gerry Rising 
Rachel Phillips

SAVE THE DATE 
Summer Camp Registration

6 weeks of summer adventure at Beaver Meadow for children ages 5 to 15. 
Early registration opens February 4th. 2023

Thank you ! 
We appreciate your 

support and 
encouragement



Executive Director

Director of Education

President

Staff Officers & Directors Board of Directors

Ed Sirianno
Steve Eden
 

Mike Humphrey
Marcia Nixon

Michael Radomski
Pablo Falca

Michael Ahern
Stuart Urban
Marilee Keller

Bob Little
Rich Stanton

Sara Goodman
Patricia Szarpa

Joseph Dean
 

Director of Operations 
Kate Watson

Naturalists
Tom Kerr & Breton Sloan

 
Groundskeeper
Dan Dearmyer

Recording Secretary
Marcia Nixon

Vice President
Nick Bond

Treasurer
Caleb Jennings

Challenges & Upcoming Events

www.alleganynaturepilgramage.com
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Beaver Meadow Audubon Center 

Buffalo Audubon Society 

Beaver Meadow
Audubon Nature Center

  1610 Welch Road

Nature Center Hours 

Tuesday through Saturday 

  10 am to 4 pm

 Trails and Grounds  are 
Open Dawn to Dusk 

    Year Round       

1610 Welch Road
 

North Java NY 14113
 

Phone: 585-457-3228
 
 

Contact us 

info@buffaloaudubon.org

joe@buffaloaudubon.org 

EXPLORE THE 
WORLD OF NATURE 

WITH US! 


